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Netherlands Economy Achieves 
New Heights of Prosperity 


The Netherlands economy achieved new heights of prosperity in the 
final quarter of 1955 and in January 1956. 

The upward trend which marked the first three quarters of the year 
and continued in the last quarter was strengthened by seasonal factors 


and year-end financial activity. 


The value of Netherlands foreign 
trade in 1955 reached a new high of 
22.4 billion guilders, almost 12 percent 
above the 1954 level of 20 billion 
(1 guilder=$0.264). The ratio of im- 
ports to exports improved significantly 
in the last half of 1955, in comparison 
with the first half. Despite this im- 
provement, the vear’s trade deficit 
increased by 300 million guilders over 
1954. The coverage of exports to im- 
ports was 83 percent in 1955, off 1 per- 
cent from the preceding year. 


Imports in 1955 amounted to 12,189 
million guilders, slightly over 12 per- 
cent higher than the 1954 level of 10,- 
860 million, and exports totaled 10,163 
million, almost 11 percent above the 
9,172 million of the preceding year. 
Germany continued to be the Nether- 
lands’ most important trading partner, 
followed by Belgium-Luxembourg. 
Trade with the United Kingdom con- 
tinued to grow, attributable in large 
measure to Britain’s increased trade 
liberalization measures. 

Trade agreements were concluded 
with Austria and Yugoslavia in the 
last quarter, and the agreement with 
Italy was extended for a year. The 
annual trade talks with the United 
Kingdom adjourned without final 
agreement. Trade in the nonliberal- 
ized area between the Netherlands and 
the United Kingdom continued satis- 
factorily in the interim. 


Industrial Trend Upward 


Industrial production for the Jan- 
uary-November 1955 period (latest 
available data) reached a level 8 per- 
cent above the corresponding period 
of 1954. The production index stood 
at 160 at the end of November (1949= 
100), rising from 158 in October and 
152 in November 1954. In general, all 
sectors shared in the favorable pic- 
ture, with the exception of building 
materials, earthenware, and coal min- 
ing. Paper production rose sharply, 
while textiles, chemicals, foodstuffs, 
and utilities increased slightly. 


It is believed that no significant 





changes occurred to indicate that 
orders in industry declined, in com- 
parison with the level at the end of 
1954. All sectors appeared satisfied 
with the value of orders booked and 
outstanding at the end of December. 
Supplies of raw materials apparently 
were adequate, although increasing 
difficulty in obtaining crude steel 
from abroad became noticeable at 
year’s end and probably has con- 
tinued into 1956. Industry was gen- 
erally optimistic regarding 1956 pros- 
pects, and further production in- 
creases were expected with con- 
sequent increases in new investment 
and labor demands. It was believed, 
however, that rising operating costs 
would narrow profit margins in the 
future, a beginning of which was 
noticed in 1955. 


Fiscal Measures Taken 


A number of anti-inflationary fiscal 
measures were introduced in October, 
following the Netherlands Bank’s rec- 
ommendation to tre commercial banks 
to voluntarily restrain credit. These 
measures were confined primarily to 
advancing the deadline of corporation 
income-tax payments and to increas- 
ing the amount of advance corporation 
tax payments. 

In line with the Government’s policy 
of progressing toward full convertibil- 
ity, the Netherlands Bank issued at the 
end of the year a number of general 
licenses which further relaxed ex- 
change restrictions. The Bank then 
issued a new general license permit- 
ting residents to buy foreign securities 
in European Payments Union countries 
if payable in EPU, American, or Cana- 
dian currencies. Although this means 
only the abolition of administrative 
barriers, since such purchases have 
been permitted freely on individual 
licenses, it is evidence of the Nether- 
lands policy of continuing exchange- 
control relaxation. 


In October and November the money 
(Continued on Page 15) 





Field Offices Givel 
Quick Service 


Information on all phases of 
world trade—ranging from compre- 
hensive economic and business data 
to details on export and import reg. 
ulations—is quickly and directly 
available to businessmen in their 
own cities or localities through the 
33 Field Offices of the U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce. 

Conveniently located in the busi- 
ness centers of the United States, 
the Field Offices are staffed with 
foreign trade specialists who keep 
constantly abreast of developments 
in the United States and abroad, 
Aided by the current information 
and publications sent to them reg- 
ularly from Washington, they are 
well equipped to serve world traders 
in their communities. 

Supplementing these Field Offices 
is a coast-to-coast network of some 
800 cooperative offices—local cham- 
bers of commerce and other busi- 
ness organizations—which have 
been furnished with Department of 
Commerce publications, reference 
material, ‘and other information, 
for use by businessmen. 

The addresses of the Depart- 
ment’s Field Offices follow: 
“Sa N. Mex., Room 321 Post Office 


Bidg. 
— 23, Ga., Peachtree and Seventh St. 
& 


Boston 9, Mass., 1416 U. S. Post Office and 
Courthouse Bidg. 

Buffalo 3, N. Y¥., 117 Ellicott St. 

Charleston 4, S. C., Area 2, Sergeant Jasper 
Bidg., West End Broad St. 

Cheyenne, Wyo., 307 Federal Office Bldg. 

Chicago 6, Ill., 226 W. Jackson Blvd. 

Cincinnati 2, Ohio, 442 U. 8S. Post Office and 
Courthouse. 

Cleveland 14, Ohio, 1100 Chester Ave. 

Dallas 2, Tex., 1114 Commerce St. 

Denver 2, Colo., 142 New Customhouse. 

Detroit 26, Mich., 438 Federal Bidg. 

El Paso, Tex., Chamber of Commerce Bldg. 

Houston 2, Tex., 430 Lamar Ave. 

Jacksonville 1, Fla., 425 Federal Bldg. 

Kansas City 6, Mo., Federal Office Bldg, 

Los Angeles 15, Calif., 1031 8S. Broadway. 

Memphis 3, Tenn., 212 Falls Bidg. 

Miami 32, Fla., 300 NE. First Ave. 

norm 1, Minn., 319 Metropolitan 

gz. 

New Orleans 12, La., 333 St. Charles Ave. 

New York 17, N.Y., 110 E. 45th St. 

Philadelphia 7, Pa., 1015 Chestnut 8t. 

Phoenix, Ariz., 137 N. Second Ave. 

Pittsburgh 22, Pa., 107 Sixth St. 

Portland 4, Oreg., 217 Old U. 8. Courthouse, 

Reno, Nev., 1479 Wells Ave. 

Richmond 19, Va., 1103 East Main 8t. 

St. Louis 1. Mo., 910 New Federal Bidg. 

Salt Lake City 1, Utah, 222 SW. Temple 8t. 

San Francisco 11, Calif., Room 419 Custom- 
house. 

Savannah, Ga., 235 U. 8. Courthouse and 
Post Office Bldg. 

Seattle 4, Wash., 909 First Ave. 


For local telephone numbers consult 
U. S. Government sectior of phone book. 





Harold C. McClellan, Assistant 
Secretary for International Affairs 
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Business in Ecuador 
Slow as Year Opens 


Ecuadoran business activity was slow 
in January. 

Holiday buying had been heavy, 
people had little money to spend—as 
usual in the between-crop season—and 
demand for goods was smaller. Total 
means of payment declined from an 
average of 1,335 million sucres in 
December to an average of 1,316 mil- 
lion sucres for the period January 1-25. 

Payments in Quito were slow, and 
the demand for liberal credit terms 
from merchants was hampered by ad- 
vance payment of taxes—Ecuador is 
adopting a pay-as-you-go income-tax 
system—and by the advance deposit 
requirement. Late salary payments to 
a number of Government employees 
made some extra money available, 
however. 


Coastal Conditions Better 


Conditions in the coastal region 
were better than usual for January. 
Banana exports improved after the 
first of the year, following an unusu- 
ally severe year-end slump. More ships 
were put into service in January to 
handle the increased trade; United 
Fruit increased its operations from one 
to two ships a week. Increased world 
prices for cacao and coffee encourage 
local traders to export more of these 
products. 

The result was increased money in 
circulation in the coastal region and a 
general upsurge in the local economy. 
The credit and loan situation eased, 
and payments of foreign commitments 
improved. However, coastal business- 
men reported slow sales, lower exports 


_ than in the same period of 1955, and a 


tendency toward reduced imports. 


Monetary Reserves Down 


Ecuador’s international monetary 
reserves continued to decline, falling 
from 351 million sucres—US$23.4 mil- 
lion—at the end of December to 313 
million sucres — US$20.9 million — on 
January 25. The Central Bank’s for- 
eign-exchange cash transactions 
showed a deficit of US$1,345,000 in the 
period January 1-25. The sucre value 
declined slightly on the free market, 
averaging 17.44 sucres per dollar, sell- 
ing rate, in the same period, as com- 
pared with an average of 17.41 in De- 
cember. Government officials denied 
rumors of a possible sucre devaluation. 

Ecuador’s fiscal situation remained 
serious as the Government’s obliga- 
tions continued to exceed its revenues. 
Salaries of some Government employ- 
ees, payments to construction com- 
panies with Government contracts, 
and various other types of obligations 


(Continued on Page 5) 
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Yugoslavia Adopts New Economic 
Policy in Redirecting Investment 


Yugoslavia formulated a new economic policy in 1955, designed to 
relieve mounting internal economic pressures. 

Industrial production has increased markedly in the past decade. 
The industrial-production index, according to Yugoslav statistics, rose 
an average of 15 percent a year—from a low of 79 in 1946 (1989==100) 


to a record high of 234 in the first 
7 months of 1955. The total increase 
in 1955 was 16 percent. But the cost 
has been heavy, Yugoslav leaders af- 
firm. 

Investment has consumed an aver- 
age of 30 percent of the gross national 
product—40-50 percent if military 
equipment is included—and has been 
concentrated on heavy industry, 
whereas development of consumer- 
goods industries has been relatively 
neglected and food production lagged. 
The supply of consumer goods has 
been inadequate to meet the demands 
of Yugoslavia’s rapidly growing in- 
dustrial population, and the result 
has been a low standard of living and 
constant inflationary pressures. 


Investment Reappraised 


Yugoslav policymakers have recog- 
nized these problems and outlined a 
new approach to investment planning. 
The new policy’s theme is increased 
consumer-goods supplies and higher 
living standards for the Yugoslav 
people. To this end, the emphasis 
of investment programs will be shifted 
from basic industry to consumer-goods 
production, processing industries, and 
agriculture. 

In recent years, increasing attention 
has been given by Yugoslav planners 
to the need for higher investment 
rates in agriculture and the consumer 
industries. 

Development of heavy industry in 
this period was still the paramount 
goal, for which sacrifices in terms of 
living standards were required. Ac- 
cording to President Tito, the basic in- 
dustries have now reached an expan- 
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sion level where the investment effort 
can be relaxed in favor of less es- 
sential sectors. 

A major factor in the official reap-. 
praisal of investment planning is the 
need for a more rational utilization 
of existing productive capacity. 
Emphasis on heavy industry has re- 
sulted in overexpansion of produc- 
tive capacity in certain sectors be- 
yond the requirements of domestic 
consumption or the possibilities of 
export, while depreciation and obso~ 
lescence are reducing needed capacity 
in other sectors, such as the textile 
and food-processing industries. 

Investment planning in Yugoslavia 
has been decentralized, with consid- 
erable responsibility exercised by lo- 
cal authorities and individual enter- 
prises. This system, which is said to 
have resulted in the creation of a 
large number of uneconomic projects, 
has given rise to a growing amount 
of criticism. It will provide for tight- 
er central control of credits and 
actual expenditures of credit funds. 
Federal control will be exercised over 
the amount and use of ward and dis- 
trict peoples’ committee budgets. 
Use of enterprise amortization funds 
for new investment will no longer be 
permitted. 


Yields To Be Increased 


Special effort will be made under 
the new program to break the infla- 
tionary bottleneck of inelastic food 
supply by increasing agricultural 
yields and stabilizing markets for ag- 
ricultural products. While Yugoslav 
industry has been expanding at a 
rapid rate, agricultural production has 
not surpassed appreciably the prewar 
level. The area under cultivation has 
been reduced but yields have not in- 
creased. The postwar industrialization 
has drawn several hundred thousand 
workers from agriculture to industry, 
creating a serious farm manpower 
problem. The-droughts of 1950, 1952, 
and 1954 resulted in grave food short- 
ages and made emergency food im- 
ports a recurring burden on the bal-. 
ance of payments. The current hard 
winter probably will also adversely af- 
fect agricultural output. 

Since its inception, the Tito regime 
has experimented with varying forms 
of agricultural organization. The num- 


(Continued on Page 15) 
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Philippine Output on Uptrend; 
Exchange Reserves Decline 


The Philippine economy showed significant production gains in 1955 
in manufacturing, mining, forestry, and agriculture. 

Manufacturing output increased by an estimated 11 percent, and 
mining output by about 6 percent, both increases resulting largely 
from earlier new investments. Agricultural output, however, expanded 


by an estimated 3 percent as compared 
with 10 percent in 1954. Expansion 
was particularly notable in base-metal 
mining, especially copper, while sugar 
production declined as a result of a 
reduced domestic quota. 

The gross national income is be- 
lieved to have risen slightly in 1955 
as compared with 1954. Central Bank 
estimates of the national income at 
factor cost indicate a total of 7.7 mil- 
lion pesos (1 pesos=US$0.50) as com- 
pared with 74 million pesos in 1954, 
a rise due chiefly to the increase in 
production for domestic’ consumption. 


The value of exports in 1955, despite 
lower average export prices, was 
maintained at about the same level 
as in 1954. This was accomplished by 
an increase in the physical volume of 
exports, and by expanded production 
of certain commodities showing a ris- 
ing price trend, such as abaca, logs, 
and base metals. 


International Reserves Down 


By volume, exports of copra rose 
by 7 percent; coconut oil, 12 percent; 
abaca, 13 percent; and logs, 25 per- 
cent. Lumber exports increased by 2 

ent. Sugar exports, on the other 

d, declined by 6 percent and des- 
iccated coconut by 2 percent, while 
iron ore exports were at approxi- 
mately the same level as in 1954. 

International reserves declined 
sharply from $273 million at the end 
of 1954 to $209 million (exclusive of 
collateral loans from U. 8S. banks 
totaling about $41 million) at the 
end of 1955, despite the maintenance 
of exports at the same level. The de- 
cline was actually greater than the 
indicated $64 million, the Philippines 
having obtained a drawing of $10 
million from the International Mone- 
tary Fund in the year. This drop to 
the lowest point in the postwar period 
is attributed to greatly increased im- 
ports for the capital and raw ma- 
terial requirements of new industries, 
and to the liberal import policy for 
other items maintained by the Cen- 
tral Bank for the first half of the 
year. 

Preliminary data indicate that the 
f. o. b. value of imports for the year 
was much higher than the 1954 fig- 
ure, $452 million, while the f. o. b. 
value of domestic exports was esti- 
mated at close to the $412-million 
level of 1954. 

The commodity composition of im- 
ports shifted slightly. The share of 


4 





consumption goods rose from about 
25 percent of the total in 1954 to about 
27 percent in 1955, and the share of 
capital goods declined from about 20 
percent in 1954 to about 17 percent in 
1955. The share. of raw materials in 
the total remained the same, about 
56 percent. Increases in actual dollar 
value occurred in all categories except 
capital goods, in which a small decline 
was noted. A feature of the year’s 
trade was the continuing, gradual 
shift to Japan both as a market for 
exports and as a source of imports. 

The year was marked by a notice- 
able revival of investment interest, 
much of it concentrated in the base- 
metal mining industries and in manu- 
facturing, especially in the latter. The 
investment of real capital in mining, 
begun in 1954, continued during 1955. 
The turnover of shares and stock 
prices on the Manila Stock Exchange 
rose sharply, partly owing to specula- 
tion, but in part based on real invest- 
ment demand. 


Interest in manufacturing, especial- 
ly in the textile industries, was high, 
encouraged by the foreign exchange 
and peso loan assistance program of 
the Industrial Development Center 
sponsored by the International Co- 
operation Administration (ICA). 

Although residential building con- 
struction showed a dOwnward trend, 
other types of construction were up. 


A beginning was made on utilization 
of the $5-million line of credit estab- 
lished by the U. S. Export-Import 
Bank in favor of local banks for the 
granting of small investment loans. to 
producers. 


Money Supply Increases 

An American-owned aluminum plant 
was completed, and two U. 8S. com- 
panies began construction of tire 
plants; two additional tire-plant in- 
vestments were under serious consider- 
ation. A major company announced 
its plan to build a new petroleum re- 
finery, and a similar project was under 
consideration by another major com- 
pany. Though the actual level of real 
investment in 1955 may have been no 
higher than that of 1954, a sub- 
stantially higher level was expected in 
1956. 


Money supply increased by an esti- 
mated 7 percent by the end of 1955, 
as the public debt increased by 18 per- 
cent and an expansionary credit policy 


~ 





Conference To Be Held 
At Ohio Museum 


A 1-day conference on the 
Problems of Foreign Trade and 
Investment will be held at the 
Ohio State Museum, Columbus, 
Ohio, on April 7. 

Sponsored by Ohio State Uni- 
versity’s College of Law, the con- 
ference is one of 11 being held 
across’ the nation to celebrate 
the 50th anniversary of the 
American Society of Interna- 
tional Law. The Columbus con- 
ference area covers Indiana, 
Kentucky, Ohio, Tennessee, and 
West Vifginia. 

Subjects to be discussed at the 
conference include the general 
economic and legal background 
of foreign investment, tax and 
labor problems, and exchange 
controls. 











resulted in an estimated increase of 
about 31 percent in domestic credit. 

The liberal import policy of the 
monetary authorities up to the middle 
of the. year minimized the effects of 
public debt and credit expansion on 
prices. Nevertheless, the stepped-up 
rate of deficit financing and the re- 
duced import allocations for the 
second half of the year reversed the 

“slow downward trend of the domestic 
price level and there began to be evi- 
dence of a very gradual price uptrend, 
which had not, however, become se- 
rious at the year’s end. 

The impact of new tariff duties, the 
implementation of the revised U. 8.- 
Philippine trade agreement, and the 
prospects of further reductions in for- 
eign exchange allocations for imports 
all pointed toward the expectation 
that this upward trend would continue 
in the new year. 

Strong pressures developed for the 
elimination of foreign exchange con- 
trols and/or devaluation of the peso. 
Originating principally in the sugar 
industry but gaining adherents from 
other exporting groups, the pressures 
took many forms, varying from 4 
proposal for introduction of an ex- 


change retention scheme to sugges-. 


tions of devaluation or complete 
elimination of exchange controls. 

One small victory gained by this 
school of thought was the enactment 
of the “No-Dollar Import Law” (Re- 
public Act 1410) which had the effect 
of legalizing barter exports by pro- 
ducers in exchange for imports of 
goods without allocations of foreign 
exchange by the Central Bank. 

The effect of this was the with- 
drawal from Central Bank control of 
exchange earnings estimated at $2 
million to $2.5 million per month. It 


(Continued on Page 5) 
Foreign Commerce Weekly 











April 











akly 





—_—_ 








Business in... 
(Continued from Page 3) 


were in arrears. The Central Govern- 
ment issued regulations to restrict the 
expenditures of the provincial govern- 
ments, the municipalities, and the au- 
tonomous official agencies. 


Agricultural products outlook was 
good, as the rainy season began with 
heavy rains making up for an wnusu- 
ally prolonged dry season. The coun- 
try’s principal concern was finding ex- 
port markets for an expected record 
98 million stems of bananas. Cacao 
and coffee prospects were encouraging. 
Agricultural development plans were 
announced by the Government, to be 
assisted by the U.S. Technical Assist- 
ance Program. The plans are to be 
financed partly by sucre funds derived 
from Ecuadoran purchases of US. 
surplus agricultural commodities. 

The Ecuadoran Government signed 
a contract with the Anglo-Ecuadorian 
Oilfields, Ltd., under which the com- 
pany has undertaken to build a new 
oil refinery with an initial capacity of 
6,000 barrels a day. When the new re- 
finery is completed, within 30 months 
according to the contract, the na- 
tional industry will be able to supply 
all of Ecuador’s needs for refined prod- 
ucts, except aviation gasoline. 

The United States—Ecuadoran trade 
agreement, scheduled to terminate 
on January 18, was extended for 6 
months at the request of the Ecua- 
doran Government to study the pan- 
ama-hat industry problem and Ecua- 
dor’s possible adherence to the Gen- 
eral Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
(GATT). 


Plans for several construction proj- 
ects were announced by governmental 
and semiofficial agencies, particularly 
in connection with preparations for 
the 11th Pan American Conference to 
be held in Quito in 1959. Plans given 
preliminary approval call for expen‘i- 
tures of about US$24 million by the 
Central Government and the city of 
Quito together. Several construction 
projects were announced also by the 
social security agencies——U. S. Emb., 
Quito. 
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French-U. S. Trade High in 1955 4 


France’s export-import trade with 
the United States reached high levels 
in 1955, surpassing both 1954 and 1953. 

Exports to the United States totaled 
almost $198 million, an increase of 28 
percent over 1954 and 8.5 percent 
above 1953. Imports from the United 
States rose to $449 million from $381 
—s in 1954 and $386 million in 

53. 

France’s exports covered 44 percent 
of the value of its imports from the 
United States in 1955, compared with 
40.5 percent in 1954. Because trade 
was at higher levels in 1955 than in 
1954, France’s absolute trade deficit 
with the United States\did not drop 
even though French exports to the 
United States covered a larger per- 
centage of imports. 


Reserves Up Substantially 


An estimated 13 percent of France’s 
1955 dollar imports were covered by 
tourist dollar receipts. The remain- 
ing import balance was more than 
covered by other “invisibles” re- 
ceipts, including receipts from U. 8S. 
military aid programs. Despite the 
imbalance in its merchandise trade 
with the United States, France con- 
tinued to increase its gold and dollar 
reserves substantially in 1955. 

The 1955 increase in French exports 
to,the United States’ was fairly evenly 
distributed over most commodity 
groups. The commodities which regis- 
tered the greatest gains on the US. 
market included iron and steel, up 67 
percent to $22 million; wines and 
aperitifs, up 36 percent to $11 million; 
lace, tulle, and trimmings, up 26 per- 
cent to $9.7 million; perfumes and 
essential oils up 13 percent to $8.3 mil- 
lion; and distilled liquors up 19 per- 
cent to $63 million. Fur exports 
gained by 83 percent to reach $4.6 mil- 
lion; artificial fibers were up 60 per- 
cent to $5.8 million; and wool and hair 
exports, at $4.3 million, increased by 
one-half. 


By and large, these are goods for 
which regular U.S. markets exist, and 
where Franco-US. trade channels are 
well established. One or two are prod- 
ucts in such demand that U.S. im- 
porters are now taking the initiative 
in seeking out suppliers; others are 
quality consumer goods for which 
France has long had a worldwide 
reputation. 

There are indicatfons, however, that 
French exporters of other commod- 
ities are exploiting more fully their 
opportunities on the American mar- 
ket. For example, France in the past 
2 years has doubled its sales on the 
U. S. market of plywood, wool and cot- 
ton fabrics, maraschino cherries, cut- 
lery, and fishing tackle. As more 
French exporters become aware of the 


potentialities and rewards of the U. 8. 
market, this trend should become in- 
creasingly more important. 
The high level of imports from the 
U. 8. reflected the require- 
ments of France’s expanding industry. 
Increased demand for materials for 
industry, coupled with some increases 
in prices, led to higher imports of such 
commodities as copper and alloys— 
up 124 percent to $50.4 million—and 
crude, .scrap, and ufactured 
iron and steel—up 394 percent to $15.1 
million—mainly because of increased 
scrap purchases. ‘Imports of solid 
fuels in 1955 totaled $12.8 million, com- 
pared with only $780,000 in 1954, and 
petroleum imports also gained. 
French imports of soybeans and 
other oilseeds from the United States 
rose by 72 percent to $14.2 million, and 
imports of paper base stocks were up 


by more than $1 million. Raw cotton ~ 


imports fell off by 39 percent to $64.1 
million, however, and tobacco imports 
declined by 42 percent to $5.5 million. 

France’s imports of, U. S. chemicals 
maintained their high 1954 levels in 
1955, and imports of 
chinery and electrical equipment also 
remained steady. 

The greatest single increase for the 
year was registered in imports of air- 
craft and parts, valued at $37.5 mil- 
lion, a gain of 245 percent over 1954. 
The 1955 deliveries included a number 
of large commercial passenger aircraft 
for French long-distance air carriers. 

With industrial activity in both 
France and the United States still in- 
creasing, prospects for trade in 1956 
continue favorable. 





Philippine Output . . . 
(Continued from Page 4) 


also resulted, by implication, in a sys- 
tem of multiple exchange rates, since 
the exchange ratio between exports 
and imports resulted in peso prices 
for barter exports equivalent to a 
considerably higher rate of exchange 
than the official rate of 2 pesos to $1. 
The reappointment for 1 year of 
the Governor of the Central Bank— 
an opponent of all such schemes— 
and: President Magsaysay’s indica- 
tion of his desire to have the No- 
/Dollar Import Law amended, tended 
to quiet fears of drastic changes in 
monetary and exchange policy, al- 
though the pressures for such 
changes remained strong as the year 
ended.—U. S. Emb., Manila? 


Chilean 1956 dried-prune pack is 
forecast at 4,400 short tons, as against 
4,500 short tons in 1955, the Foreign 
Agricultural Service reports. Chilean 
Cried prunes generally move to market 
at the end of April. 
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FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





The Swiss Federal Council on Feb- 
ruary 15 put into effect a new export 
tariff schedule. 

Section B of the customs tariff, “Ex- 
portation,” is completely revised, with 
new wording for the commodity clas- 


_sifications and with new rates. 


The new export tariff, which in- 
cludes 19 classifications covering vari- 
ous waste and scrap materials, is de- 
signed to replace the export-licensing 
system established in April 1951 to 
assure supplies of those materials for 
domestic industry in unsettled times. 
In general the new measure relaxes 
licensing controls introduced at the 
time of the Korean conflict. 


The new rates are low in contrast to 
the high rates of the old schedule, and 
some classifications are at present 
without effective rates, which, how- 
ever, may be instituted later. Scrap 
iron is still maintained under export 
licensing and therefore does not ap- 
pear in the new tariff. On the other 
hand, aluminum waste and scrap al- 
though still subject to export licens- 
ing are included in the duty-exempt 
categories. 

Duties are collected on goods tem- 
porarily exported for transformation, 
as well as on definitive exports. When, 
in the judgment of the competent of- 
ficials, national interests are not 
served by imposition of export duties 
on specific items, such exports may be 
exempted from duty payments. A tax 
of 0.1 percent of value of goods is col- 
lected for issuance of each duty-free 
export permit. 

The new export classifications; their 





Burma Issues Licenses 
For Dollar Goods 


Burmese licenses for import 
from dollar countries in the ship- 
ping period ending September 30 
have been issued for medicines, 
lubricating oil, brake fluid, grease 
and petroleum, printed books 
and periodicals, and cinema 
and photographic goods except 
raw films, the Ministry of Trade 
Development has announced. 

In accordance with the Gov- 
ernment’s policy of favoring 
Burmese importers, such im- 
porters received 73.88 percent of 
all licenses issued for medicines; 
78.6 percent of those for lubri- 
cating oil, brake fluid, grease, 
and petroleum; 65 percent of 
those for books and periodicals, 
and 85.6 percent of licenses for 
cinema and photographic goods. 
—U. 8S. Emb., Rangoon. 











Swiss Have New Export Tariff 


tariff numbers; and duty rates, in 
Swiss francs per 100 kilograms, are as 
follows (1 Swiss franc = $0.234): 

1. Waste of copper and brass, new, other 
than turnings, 12. 

2. Turnings of copper and brass, pure, 10. 

3. Junk and scrap of copper, 10. 

4. Junk and scrap of brass, 10. 


5. Copper slime with a copper content of 
more than 28 percent by weight, 8. 


6. Other residues of copper and brass (other 
than slime), such as cinders, scrapings, dross 
factory sweepings, etc., 


7. Waste, junk, and scrap of bronze, red 
brass, and tombac, 8. 


8. ae junk, and scrap of lead; battery 
plates, 8. 


9. Lead ashes, 8. 
10. Waste, junk, and scrap of zinc, 8. 
ll. Zinc matte from galvanizing baths, 8. 


12. Aluminum scrap; aluminum waste of 
sheet, foil, utensils, vessels, and boxes, exempt. 


13. Aluminum turnings, exempt. 
14. Aluminum scrapings, exempt. 


15. New waste of knitting, hosiery, and 
clothing industries, of wool, cotton, linen, or 
silk, even mixed, exempt. 


16. Rags, other than those in classification 
No. 15: (a) Sorted, exempt; (b) mixed, 5. 


17. Waste paper, old paper, of all kinds, 
exempt. 


18. Bones, 5. 
19. Glycerine, crude, exempt. 





Brazil Increases Exchange 
Costs for Wheat Imports 


The exchange premium payable for 
import of wheat into Brazil has been 
increased from 7 cruzeiros to 25 
cruzeiros to the dollar or its equiva- 
lent in other currencies. 

This premium is in addition to the 
official rate of exchange of 18.82 
cruzeiros to the dollar. 

All ‘wheat imported into Brazil is 
imported by the Government and the 
‘premium of 25 cruzeiros is identical 
to that paid for other goods imported 
by the Government or its agencies. 

The increase in premium rate for 
wheat was put into effect by the Bank 
of Brazil’s Foreign Trade Department 
(CACEX), retroactive to January 1, 
1956.—U.S. Emb., Rio de Janeiro. 


The change should be noted in De- 
partment of Commerce publication 
Licensing and Exchange Controls— 
Brazil, World Trade Information Serv- 
ice, part 2, No. 56-1, January 1956, 
page 4. 





French Suspend Some Taxes, 


Levy or Incre&se Others 


The French National Assembly on 
March 6 approved a bill authorizing 
suspension from March 1 through June 
30 of indirect, or business turnover, 
taxes on certain widely consumed 
foods, such as cooking oils, sugar, and 
noodles. 

Suspension of these taxes for that 
period is expected to reduce tax reve- 


Cambodia Regulates 


Import Allocations 


The National Import Committee of 
Cambodia, established in 1955, has put 
into force a number of regulations 
governing allocation of both Cam- 
bodia’s own foreign exchange and ex- 
change made available under the 
American-aid program. 

Under those regulations only appli- 
cations made by importers for credits 
under the aid program that are sup- 
ported by a manufacturer’s pro forma 
invoice will receive favorable consider- 
ation. 

Although this is the general rule, a 
number of exceptions are made; for 
example, the pro forma invoice of a 
foreign exporter is permitted if he 
furnishes NIC with a certificated state- 
ment that he is the exclusive repre- 
sentative for Cambodia of a manufac- 
turer or of any of a manufacturer’s 
products. NIC confines allocation of 
foreign exchange for a few commodi- 
ties, such as automobiles and tires, and 
petroleum, to the exclusive - repre- 
sentatives in Cambodia of manufac- 
turers of such products. 

Inasmuch as there are now over 
800 licensed importers in Cambodia, 
compared with only 78 at the begin- 
ning of 1955, and several applications 
are submitted by each importer when- 
ever availability of dollar exchange 
under the aid program is announced, 
NIC is swamped with thousands of 
applications every time a credit is 
opened. 

In an attempt to reduce the number 
of applications, importers were ad- 
vised in February that they could sub- 
mit applications for only three desig- 
nated categories of commodities. Some 
exceptions, however, are made for 
legitimate importers on the basis of 
goods handled regularly by them in 
the past. This measure is considered a 
temporary one and is expected to be 
rescinded when other measures which 
are being taken to eliminate fly-by- 
night importers show effect. Another 
measure increases the fees for all im- 
porters before permits are granted 
for participation in foreign trade. 





nue by 7.2 billion francs, or approxi- 
mately $205 million. 


On the same date a new tax was 
voted on advertising posters and the 
tax on premium gasoline was increased 
by 2 francs a liter. These «measures 
are expected to yield 2 billion and 3 
billion francs, respectively, and will 
help finance increased benefits for 
the indigent aged. 


Authoritative Government sources 
have denied reports that the corporate 
income tax rate will be raised from 38 
percent to 50 percent, according to the 
French press. 
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Pakistan Signs Pacts 
With Italy, Poland 


Pakistan in a trade agreement 
signed with Poland on February 4 
lists for export to that country jute 
and jute goods, cotton, wool, tea, 
sports goods, herbs, crude drugs, sur- 
gical instruments, and chrome ore. 

Polish goods listed for export to 
Pakistan include machinery, electrical 
equipment, chemicals, coal-tar dyes, 
photographic paper, X-ray film, and 
glassware. 

The pact also provides for the grant- 
ing of most-favored-nation treatment 
and stipulates that payments will be 
made in English pounds sterling unless 
otherwise agreed to by the countries. 

In an agreement signed with Italy 
on February 8 Pakistan lists for ex- 
port jute, cotton, wool, hides, skins, 
bones, saltpeter, handicraft articles, 
sports goods, and frozen fish and 
prawns. Items listed for export from 
Italy to Pakistan include artificial silk 
yarn, machinery, chemicals, dyes, 
medicines, scientific and electrical in- 
struments, rubber tires and tubes, and 
aluminum, iron, and zinc manufac- 
tures. 


The agreement with Poland is valid 
for 1 year from date of signing and is 
subject to automatic renewal each 
year. 

The Italian agreement is valid for 
1 year from January 1, 1956, subject 
to ratification of the two Govern- 
ments. 





Iceland Surtaxes on 
Import Duties Raised 


The surtax on Icelandic specific 
tariff rates has been increased from 
250 percent to 340 percent of those 
rates, and the ad valorem duty surtax 
has been increased from 45 percent 
to 80 percent of the duties. 


A new tax of 0.20 crown a liter is 
imposed on gasoline in addition to the 
import \duty of 0.15 crown and the 
import fee of 0.31 crown a liter al- 
ready in effect (1 Icelandic crown= 
US$0.0614). 

An import fee of 6 crowns a kilo- 
gram, in addition to regular duties, is 
levied on automobiles and motor- 
trucks. 

A special tax is imposed on auto- 
mobiles and motorcycles for 1956, in 
an amount equal to the existing an- 
nual tax, and a similar supplemental 
tax of 45 crowns per 100-kilogram 
vehicle weight is levied on motortrucks 
and buses on franchised routes if they 
use fuel other than gasoline. 

These tax changes are provided for 
in an act.of January 29, 1956, effec- 
tive from that date to December 
31, 1956—U. S. Emb., Reykjavik. 


April 2, 1956 





Exchange Regulations 
Changed in Finland 


Foreign banks now can trans- 
fer funds to or from “inland 
mark” accounts held in Finland 
at “travel mark” exchange rates 
—US$1=330 marks, selling; 325 
marks buying—instead of at the 
“official” Bank of Finland rates 
of 231 and 229 marks per dollar, 
respectively. 

Foreign banks also may now 
transfer funds between inland 
mark and travel mark accounts 
without prior Bank of Finland 
approval.—U. S. Emb., Helsinki. 











British Ease Export 
Exchange Controls 


Exchange-control declaration forms 
normally no longer will be required 
for exports from the United Kingdom 
not exceeding £250 in value. 

The new procedure, which became 
effective on February 17, does not ap- 
ply to export of private gifts in kind 
exceeding £25 in value, fon which 
Bank of England permission still is 
required. 

Formerly exchange-control decla- 
rations were required for all exports 
valued at over £25. 

The change reduces the number of 
exchange-control forms to be sub- 
mitted by exporters by 60 percent, or 
more than a million a year. These 
million forms reportedly cover only 
5 percent of the value of United King- 
dom exports to the nonsterling area. 


No change is made in the require- 
ment that exporters collect sums due 
in the appropriate foreign currencies 
and surrender them to the authori- 
ties —U. S. Emb., London. 





New Ceylon Law To Control 


Import, Use of Explosives 


New legislation to control the im- 
port, manufacture, possession, sale, 
use, and transport of explosives has 
been enacted by the Government of 
Ceylon, to become effective on a date 
to be announced later. 


The Explosives Act of 1956 gives the 
Government power to make rules 
and regulations for control of explo- 
sives in Ceylon and requires that a 
special license be obtained for import 
of explosives. Such a license specifies 
the amount and kind of explosives 
that may be imported, and the use 
to which they may be put. 


FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 


France Allots Dollars 
For Imports From U. S$. 


France has allocated dollar exchange 
for import of various categories of 
commodities from the United States, 
according to a notice published in the 
Journal Officiel of February 8. 


Commodities included in the notice 
are the following: . 


Synthetic rubber; carbon black 
manufactures of rubber and of aa 


Coeres oe glands; miscellaneous 
ceutical i acts; vegetable drugs aad eae Ren 
—. 6. pe miscellaneous 


i rar silks, and fine hater: miscellaneous 
products of a cal character for the 
textile industry; and other miscellaneous 
ucts for various industries. 

License applications will be exam- 
ined by the French Exchange Office 
(Office des Changes) in order of 
receipt. 





Cuba Extends German 
Benefits Under Pact 


Western Germany under the terms 
of a protocol extending its 1953 trade 
agreement with Cuba will continue to 
enjoy customs and other benefits pro- 
vided in the basic agreement. 


On the other hand, West Germany’s 
commitment to purchase Cuban sugar 
in the January 1, 1956-March 1, 1957, 
period is reduced to 85,000 long tons 


for consumption; 75,000 tons for re- ' 


export; and possibly 20,000 tons extra 
for consumption if domestic market 
requirements so demand. 

Under the 1953 agreement (Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, Aug. 3, 1953, p. 8) 
Western Germany was committed to 
purchase for consumption 150,000 long 
tons of sugar in 1953 and 175,000 tons 
in both 1€54 and 1955. 

To partially compensate for the 
reduced sugar commitment, Western 
Germany agrees to purchase during 
the same period 6 million pesos’ worth 
of other Cuban products, instead of 
the 2 million pesos’ worth every year 
as previously stipulated..Such products 
include leaf tobacco, cigars, copper 
and ‘chrome ores or concentrates, 


coffee, cacao, hard fibers, hides, honey, 


beeswax, pineapples, grapefruit, 
oranges, and other fruits and vegeta- 
bles, sausage casing, rum, sponges, and 
palm fiber. 

The Cuban-West German agree- 
ment was extended in modified form 
to March 1, 1957, as announced by the 
Cuban Acting Minister of State on 
February 29. 





Pan American Day, April 14. 











FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS. 





Australia Takes Steps 
To Check Inflation 


Increases in Australian sales and 
excise taxes, customs duties, anid com- 
pany income taxes, estimated to yield 
A£100 million to A£120 million addi- 
tional revenue in 1956-57, were an- 
nounced by the Prime Minister on 
March 14 in a Parliamentary state- 
ment on economic measures necessary 
to curb inflation. 

Other measures taken to curb infla- 
tion are that the bank overdraft rate 
will be permitted to rise from 5 per- 
cent to an average 5% percent, with a 
maximum of 6 percent, and that the 
bank deposit rate will be increased by 
1 percent. 

Sales taxes are raised from 1634 
percent to 30 percent on passenger 
automobiles, from 124% percent to 1234 
percent on commercial vehicles and 
motorcycles, and from 12% percent to 
16%4 percent on various less essential 
goods. The general rate of 1212 percent 
and the 10-percent rate on furniture 
and household appliances remain un- 
changed. 


Excise taxes gnd customs duties are 
raised by 2 shillings 8 pence an impe- 
rial gallon on beer, 15 shillings 6 pence 
a gallon on alcoholic beverages (spir- 
its), 4 shillings a pound on manufac- 
tured tobacco, 6 shilling a pound on 
cigarettes, 5 shilling 6 pence a pound 
on cigars, and 3 pence a gallon on 
gasoline. 

Company income tax rates are raised 
1 shilling on the pound, or by 5 
percent. 

The Prime Minister predicted that 
the tax increases will provide suffi- 
cient revenue to meet the expected 
budget cash deficit in 1955-56 and 
overall cash outlays in 1956-57. He 
also forecast that external accounts 
would be in balance by June 30 with- 
out further tightening of import re- 
strictions and expressed the belief 
that these anti-inflationary measures 
would encourage oversea investment, 
which he said would be “quite sub- 
stantial” in 1955-56. 





Lebanon Requires License 


For Olive Oil Export 


Export of olive oil from Leb- 
anon has been made subject to 
licensing by the Lebanese Minis- 
try of Agriculture. 

This measure, issued by Minis- 
try of National Economy, decree 
No. 9550 to become effective on 
February 29, was taken as a re- 
sult of last year’s short olive 
erop.—vU. S. Emb., Beirut. 











North Borneo Finances 
Economic Development 


The North Borneo Government has 
established the North Borneo Credit 
Corporation, a public corporation 
wholly owned by the Government, to 
assist in the Colony’s economic de- 
velopment. 

Activities began at the beginning of 
the year with an initial capital pro- 
vided from a M$1-million interest-free 
loan from the Colonial Government 
(3 Malayan dollars=US$1). Funds for 
the loan were obtained from the sales 
of former Japanese assets. 

The Corporation will grant credits 
for agriculture, industry, rural and 
urban housing and building, and pub- 
lic and private utilities and will stimu- 
late private investment in the terri- 
tory. Rather than being the principal 
vehicle for Government activity in 
these fields, the Corporation is in- 
tended primarily as a means of “prim- 
ing the pump” for private enterprises, 
somewhat along the lines followed in 
the Federation of Malaya under its 
— Industrial Development Author- 
ity. 

The Colonial Government itself will 
continue its own developmental ac- 
tivity, mainly by providing improved 
transportation facilities. A 1956 ap- 
propriation of M$17.3 million has been 
budgeted for development purposes— 
a substantial sum for a territory with 
a population of only about 370,000. 

Creation of the new Credit Corpo- 
ration and the Government’s em- 
phasis in the budget on economie de- 


-velopment indicate increased devel- 


opmental activity in the colony, but 
the extent to which it proceeds will 
depend largely on whether the limited 
labor force can be expended. A 1955 
agreement with the Philippine Gov-. 
ernment providing for the supply of 
5,000 Filipino workers so far has not 
been put into force, and although 
consideration has been given to im- 
porting Chinese workers from Hong 
Kong, no action has been taken. 

The Financial Secretary of the 
Colony is chairman of the new Corpo- 
ration, and its board includes two 
other senior Government officials 
and seven nonofficial members with 
experience in the fields of commerce, 
industry, and agriculture.—U. S. Cons. 
Gen., Singapore. 





Foreign Exchange Dealings 
Of Israel Bank Suspended 


Thé Government of Israel has sus- 
pended the Bank Jacob Japhet & Co.’s 
privilege of dealing in foreign- 
exchange transactions following offi- 
cial charges of serious violations of 
foreign - exchange regulations filed 
against the bank and some of its 
customers. 

The bank was allowed 3 months’ 


time to complete all outsta 
foreign - exchange transactions and 
transfer its foreign-exchange accounts 
to other banks. New customers or new 
accounts involving foreign exchange 
are forbidden. All of the bank’s valid 
outstanding foreign obligations report- 
edly will be honored. 

The Government’s action does not 
effect the bank’s domestic transactions 
within Israel—U. S. Emb., Tel Aviv. 





CANADA 


Lowers Duty on Two Items 


The Canadian import tariff on back- 
fill tampers, or rammers, and on elec- 
troplating filters for filtering electro- 
plating solutions having capacities up 
to and including 1,200 imperial gallons 
an hour has been reduced from 22% 
percent under tariff item No. 427 to 
7% percent under item No. 427a, ef- 
fective March 13 and 29, respectively. 

The Canadian Department of Na- 
tional Revenue has determined that 
such tampers and filters are not of a 
class or kind made in Canada. 





DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 


Raises Cargo-Handling Costs 


Higher cargo-handling charges went 
into effect in the Dominican Republic 
on March 1. ; 

The new rates for imports; and old 
rates, shown in parentheses, are as 
follows: 

General cargo, $2 a metric ton ($1.50); lum- 
ber, $2.75 per 1,000 board feet ($2.25). Coal 
handling continues at $1.50 a metric ton and 


animals at $0.25 each (Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, Feb. 22, 1954, p. 13). 





GUATEMALA 


Raises Fat and Oil Duties 


Drastic increases in Guatemalan 
import duties on a number of fats and 
oils went into effect on March 1. 

Tariff items affected; their new rates 
in dollars per gross kilogram; and 
former rates, shown in parentheses, 
are as follows: 


211-3-1-1. Hog lard, 0.07 (0.05). 

211-3-1-2. Margarine, oleomargarine, 
other artificial butters, 0.20 (0.10). 

212-9-1-1. Olive oils, 0.15 (0.10). 

212-9-1-2. Sesame oil and coconut oil, 0.20 
(0.08) . 

212-9-1-3. Refined oils of cottonseed, corn, 
soybeans, and peanuts, 0.25 (0.06). 


212-9-1-4. Edible vegetable oils not specifi- 
cally mentioned, 0.20 (0.12). 


212-9-2-1. Peanut butter, 0.20 (0.10). 

212-9-2-4. Vegetable lards, not specifically 
mentioned, 0.20 (0.05). 

212-9-2-5. Mixed vegetable lards in con- 
tainers, 0.20 (0.05). 

315-1-0-3. Impyre hog lard, suitable for In- 
dustrial use, 0.10 (0.05). 

315-1-0-6. Industrial fats and oils of animal 
origin not specifically mentioned, 0.10 (0.08). 


323-4-0-1. Castor oil (palma christi), not 
clarified, 0.10 (0.06). 


(Continued on Page 13) 
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WORLD TRADE LEADS 





New Zealand Inventor 
Offers Patent Rights 


N. G. Lloyd, associated with J. Mercer 
& Sons, Ltd., Box 964, Christchurch, is 
offering patent rights for the manu- 
facture in the United States of a stain- 
less-steel beer cask. . 

Registeréd under New Zealand pro- 
yisional patent No. 114781, the cask 
reportedly is capable of withstanding 
severe handling and treatment, and is 
repaired easily when damaged. The 
design and construction of the cask is 
said to permit its productior at a cost 
considerably less than that of compar- 
able casks made entirely of heavy- 
gage stainless steel. 

A copy of the inventor’s detailed 
statement, together with blueprints of 
the cask, is available for review on 
loan from the Commercial Intelligence 
Division, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. A World Trade Direc- 
tory report on Mr. Lloyd is in prepara- 
tion and soon will be available to 
qualified U. S. firms from the Commer- 
cial Intelligence Division for $1. Inter- 
ested firms are invited to write direct 
to Mr. Lloyd at the Christchurch 
address for additional details. 


Netherlands Mining 
Firm Seeks Capital 


Oost Borneo Maatschappij, N. V., 50 
Scheveningscheweg, The Hague, re- 
portedly one of the largest. mining 
companies in the Netherlands with 
oil and nickel interests in Indonesia, 
has obtained an exclusive permit from 
the Netherlands Government for the 
exploration of lead and zinc deposits 
in Southern Limburg, near the Nether- 
lands coal-mining district. 


U. S. capital participation of ap- 
proximately $500,000 to $1 million, plus 
American know-how, is being sought 
by the company to assist in these ex- 
plorations. 

Preliminary exploration is said to 
have produced sufficient quantities of 
lead and zinc-ore deposits to justify 
the proposed expanded activities. 
Market potential also is considered 
good because of the lack of similar 
mining activities in the Netherlands, 
and the increasing volume of imports 
of the last 2 years. 

Supplemental data on this proposal 
are available for review on loan from 
the Commercial Intelligence Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. 8S. 
Department of Commerce, Washing- 
ton 25, D. C. A World Trade Directory 
report also is available to qualified 
U. S. firms from the Commercial In- 
telligence Division for $1. 








Maritimg Day, May 22. 
April 2, 1956 


Governments of 11 Countries Invite Bids 
On Variety of Equipment and Materials. 


The authorized procurement agen- 
cies of televen foreign governments 
have issued invitations to bid on a 
number of items of potential interest 
to U. S. suppliers. 


Supplemental data, such as bidding 
instructions and specifications, are 
available for review on loan from the 
Commercial Intelligence Division, Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. ©., as indicated by symbol (*). 


Belgian Congo: 


Medicines, estimated value $300,000, 
bid deadline May 9; hospital glass- 
ware, estimated value $30,000, bid 
deadline May 17. Bids invited. by 
Medical Services of the Belgian Con- 
go, Section des Approvisionnements 
Medicaux de la Teme Direction Gen- 
erale, Leopoldville. 


A copy of the specifications and in- ° 


sttuctions for bidding, in French, 
Tender No. 16/722/56 and 19/722/56, 
respectively, may be obtained gratis 
on request from Direction des Fi- 
nances, Secretariat Permanent du 
Conseil des Adjudications du Governe- 
ment General, Leoppldville - Kalina.* 


Guatemala: 


Bridge fouhdation work on Pacific 
Slope Highway. Project comprises the 
laying of 2 approaches: of reinforced 
concrete and 2 elliptical hollow pipes 
of reinforced concrete. Bid deadline 
April 17. 

Bids invited by the Departamento 
de Bienes Nacionales, Licitaciones y 
Asuntos Alemanes, 14 Calle 3-60, 
Zona 1, Guatemala City. Plans and 
specifications available from the Di- 
reccion General de Caminos, Estadio 
Olimpico, Guatemala. * 


India: 


Power plant, complete with turbo- 
generators, turboblowers, and auxil- 
iary equipment, bid deadline June 25. 
Bids invited by Hindustan Steel, Ltd., 
2 Fairlie Place, Calcutta 1. 

A copy of the tender document may 
be purchased from the company for 
1,000 rupees (1 rupee—US$0.21), non- 
refundable. Code word for correspond- 
ence on this project is POWER. 


Iran: 


Six diesel tugboats of 180 hp., 600 
hp., and 800 hp., bid deadline April 30. 
Bids invited by the Iranian Seven- 
Year-Plan organization through its 
appointed consulting port engineers, 
Kampsax, 66 Avenue, Kouchk Teh- 
ran. Contract forms, specifications, 
and conditions for bidding are avail- 
able from Kampsax for 3,000 rials (1 
rial=US$0.131) a set. Bids will be 


accepted for single units, or for the 
entire lot. 
Iraq: 

Construction of housing for the 
Western Baghdad development. hous- 
ing scheme, Unit No. 10. S tions 
comprise 1,250 houses of different 
types, and community facilities, such 
as road construction, water supply, 
and sewerage. Bid deadline April 25.. 
Bids “invited by the Developmert 
Board, Ministry of Development, 
Baghdad. 

Duplicate copies of bidding docu- 
ments may be obtained from the Di- 
rectorate General of Legal Affairs and 
Contracts, Ministry of Development, 
for 25 Iraqi dinars (1 dinar—US$2.80), 
not refundable. Bids must be accom- 
panied by a provisional deposit of 
25,000 dinars, in cash or letter of 
guaranty from an approved bank in 
Iraq. 

Supply of power transformers rang- 
ing from 150 kv.-a. to 25 myv.-a. for 
substations in northern Iraq and 
Baghdad. This bid invitation -was 
announced in Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, March 26, 1956, page 11. 
Documents may be inspected until 
April 30.. Bid deadline May 28, not 
April 30 as stated in previous an- 
nouncement. 

New Zealand: 


Laminated and plastic sheets, syn- 


thetic resin bonded fabric sheet (linen 
based), and polymethylmethacrylate 
sheets (filled). Bid deadline April 20. 
Bids invited by New Zealand Post_and 
Telegraph Department, Wellington. A 
copy of bidding invitation and speci- 
fications available on loan from the 
New Zealand Government Trade Com- 


missioner, 1145 19th Street NW., 
Washington 6, D. C. 
Pakistan: 


Bolts and nuts, approximately 180,- 
000, of various specifications. Bid 
deadline April 4. Bids invited by Pak- 
istan Posts and Telegraphs -Depart- 

(Continued on Page 10) 


Deadlines Extended in Greece 


Deadline for the receipt of tenders 
for the thermoelectric plant at Ptol- 
emais, a project announced in For- 
eign Commerce Weekly, January 16; 
1956, page 12, has been extended by 
the Public Power Corporation, Athens, 
to April 30. 

The date for submission of bids 
covering rolling stock and mainte- 
nance material required by the Pi- 
raeus - Athens - Peloponnesus Railway 
has been extended to April 30: This 
bid invitation was announced in For- 
eign Commerce Weekly, February 13, 
1956, page 14. 















WORLD TRADE LEADS 





British Firms Offer 
And Seek Agreements 


British engineering firms and manu- 
facturers of pharmaceuticals, foundry 
equipment, and aerated concrete are 
seeking licensing agreements with U.S. 
firms for the manufacture and sale of 
new products on the English market, 
and for the introduction of the 
Aerocem process for aerated concrete 


on the U. S. market. A World Trade 


Directory report on each firm listed is 
available to qualified U. S. firms from 
the Commercial Intelligence Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U.S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C., for $1 each. 

Supplemental data on some of these 
proposals also are available for review 
on loan from the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Division, as indicated by 
symbol (*). 

Aerocem, Ltd., Westland House, 3 
Chesterfield Gardens, London W. 1, 
manufacturers of a patented process 
for the spraying of aerated concrete, 
would like to interest an American 
manufacturer in the production and 
sale of this product in the United 
States.* 

Francis Morton & Co., Ltd., Hamil- 
ton Iron Works, Garston, Liverpool 19, 
construction engineers and contrac- 
tors, with over 100 years of experience 
specializing in the design, fabrication, 
and erection of all classes of general 
constructional work in steel, seek 
licenses from U. 8S. firms for the manu- 
facture of products to which their 
facilities are adaptable. Firm report- 
edly is able to produce prototypes, or 
to experiment with new products.* 

Foundry Equipment, Ltd., Linslade 
Works, Leighton Buzzard, Bedford- 
shire, manufacturers of complete 
mechanized or semimechanized plants 
for iron, steel, and nonferrous foun- 
Gries, seek a license for the manufac- 
ture of complementary products such 
as foundry cleaning equipment, 
foundry melting plant, etc.* 

Camot Engineers, Ltd., 12 Grey 
Street, Newcastle upon Tyne, 1, devel- 
opment and design engineers, seek li- 
censes for the manufacture of new 
types of machinery and engineering 
equipment, particularly for the ship- 
building and coal-mining industries. 
Correspondence may be addressed to 
Mr. C. P. MacCarthy, managing direc- 
tor, at the firm’s Newcastle address. 

Westminster Laboratories, Ltd., 
Chalcot Road, London, N. W. 1, manu- 
facturing chemists, wish to contact 
US. pharmaceutical firms with new or 
established products suitable for man- 
ufacture and marketing in England. 
Firm is interested primarily in chemo- 
therapeutic products for the medical 
profession, and reportedly is able to 
undertake further developmental re- 


search and processing of such drugs. 
Inquiries may be addressed to Mr. S. 
Brook, mariaging director, at the Lon- 
don address. 





Governments of .. . 


(Continued from Page 9) 
ments, Karachi; Tender documents 
available from that Department for 5 
rupees (1 rupee=US$0.21).* 

Steam coal, ‘300,000 tons. Bid dead- 
line April 16. Coal is to be delivered 
between May 1956 and March 1957— 
200,000 tons to West Pakistan and 
100,000 tons to East Pakistan. 

Bids are invited by the Coal Com- 
missioner, Block No. 16, Frere Road, 
Karachi. Offers must be accompanied 
by a provisional deposit of 5,000 ru- 
pees (1 rupee—US$0.21).* 

Panama: 

Grading, drainage, base course, and 
bridge construction on approximately 
39 miles of Inter-American highway, 
lying between Aguadulce and San- 
tiago. Bid deadline April 20.. Plans, 
specifications, and bidding documents 


‘ available from Office of Chief Engi- 


neer, Carretera Interamericana, No.*16 
via Espana, Panama City. A set of 
plans and specifications is available 
for review at the Inter-American 
Highway Office, Room 4007, General 
Services ‘Bldg., 18th and F Streets 
NW., Washington, D. C. 

Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasa- 

land: ° 

Indoor air-blast switchgear and an- 
cillary equipment, 2 750-mv.-a., 11- 
kv., 2,500-ampere, and 7 750-mv.-a., 
11-kKv., 1,200-ampere. Contract is for 
supply, delivery, and erection of 
equipment. .Applications for invita- 
tion to bid should be submitted in 
duplicate, with details of qualifica- 
tions and experience, by April 3 to 
Secretary, Hydro-Electric Board, P. O. 
Box 630, Salisbury, Southern Rho- 
desia, with a copy to the mechanical 
and electrical consulting engineers, 
Merz & McLellan, Carliol House, New- 
castle on Tyne, 1, England. 

Syria: 

Grain-handling plant, to be sup- 
plied.and installed together with me- 
chanical equipment at the Latakia 
harbor. Bid deadline June 5. Bids in- 
vited by Latakia Port Co. Documents 
and specifications available from the 
port company at Latakia, or from the 
Ministry of Public Works and Com- 
munications, Damascus, for 100 Syrian 
pounds a set (Sf£=US$0.28). 
Thailand: 

Tires and tubes, 20 sets, size 700 x 
17, 6-ply or over; 300 sets, 600 x 16, 6- 
ply or over; 500 sets, 750 x 20, 12-ply or 
over. Bids must be quoted c. & f. 
Bangkok, deadline April 16. 

Bids are invited by the Royal Irri- 
gation Department, Bangkok, which 
has stipulated that quotations must 
be valid-for 45 days, and that tenders 
must be accompanied by a participa- 





Ceylon Sugar Industry 
Plans Developed 


The Gal Oya Development 
Board, P.O. Box 524, Colombo 7, 
Ceylon, has released additional 
details on the proposed establish- 
ment of a sugar industry in the 
Gal Oya Valley of Ceylon. This 
proposal was announced in For- 
eign Commerce Weekly, February 
27, 1956, page 19. 

A copy of the detailed memo- 
randum which the development 
board has prepared as a guide to 
applicants is available for review 
on loan from the Commercial 
Intelligence Division, Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce, U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C. 

Firms interested in participat- 
ing in the scheme as managers 
of the sugar company should 
submit their applications to the 
development board in Colombo 
on or before April 30. The 
board’s cable address is Gal- 
board, Colombo. 











City in Netherlands 
Offers Industry Sites 


The Netherlands city of Enschede, 
in the province of Overijssel near the 
West German border, is offering indus- 
trial property sites to U. S. manufac- 
turers for the establishment of new 
industries in that city. Founded in 
1325, Enschede is said to be one of the 
most important textile manufacturing 
centers in the Netherlands, with more 
than 50 percent of the working popu- 
lation employed in this industry. 

Reportedly serving as a trading cen- 
ter for more than 350,000 people, En- 
schede is seeking to diversify its indus- 
tries, and has available for this purpose 
an area of 242 acres—located around 
the harbors of the Twente canal— 
offering direct water, rail, and high- 
way connections with the ports of Rot- 
terdam and Anisterdam. Adequate 
electric power, gas, water, and labor 
are said to be available to U. S. firms 
contemplating the establishment of 
manufacturing facilities in the 
Netherlands. 

Supplemental data on Enschede to- 
gether with a map of the area are 
available for review on loan from the 
Commercial Intelligence Division, Bu-, 
reau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C. 
tion guaranty of 18,000 baht (US$900). 
The successful bidder must agree to 
complete selling arrangements within 
7 days after notification from the Ir- 
rigation Department. 
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‘ WORLD TRADE LEADS 





Ceylon Main Supplier 
Of Tea to U. S. 


Ceylon is the principal supplier of 
tea to the United States, and tea has 
replaced rubber as Ceylon’s largest 
source of dollar income, according to 
a new trade list for U. S. foreign 
traders released by the Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce. 

This revenue has been mainly re- 
sponsible for the favorable balance of 
trade with the United States over the 
past years, and finances imports of 
machinery, medicine, chemicals, to- 
bacco, and other products from the 
United States. 

Total exports of black tea from 
Ceylon in the calendar year 1954 
amounted to 361.3 million pounds 
valued at $236.4 million. The United 
States followed the United Kingdom 
and Australia as the third largest 
purchaser, accounting for 30 million 
pounds valued at $19.4 million. 

Coffee is not grown in Ceylon on 
a commercial basis. Production of 
cacao is fairly important but exports 
to the United States have been small. 

The new trade list, which names 
firms exporting these products, is en- 
titled “Tea and Cacao Exporters— 
Ceylon.” Other new trade lists are: 

American Firms, Subsidiaries, and 
Affiliates—Spain. 

Feedstuff Importers, Dealers, Manu- 
facturers, and Exporters—Cuba. 

Iron, Steel, and Building Material 
Importers and Dealers—Iraq. 

Iron, Steel, and Building Material 
Importers and Dealers—Netherlands 
West Indies. 

Most of these lists are prefaced 
by a brief review of basic trade and 
industry data. They may be pur- 
chased from the Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C., or any 


of the Department’s Field Offices, for 
$2 each. 





NATO Work in Netherlands 
Open to U. S. Bidders 


A new project in the Netherlands, 
totaling approximately $308,000, has 
been opened to U. S. bidders under 
the international competitive bidding 
procedure of the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO), the Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce has reported. 


The project consists of 5 separate 
contracts to be awarded involving con- 
Struction of transformer buildings, 
runways, and taxiways; and supply of 
cable, runway lights, and transformers. 
Firms wanting to bid for any of the 
contracts should report their interest 
before April 5 to the Directeur Gebou- 
wen, Werken en Terreinen, Bagnijnes- 
traat 40, The Hague, referring to Proj- 
ect ICB No. 21. 


A preliminary outline of the individ- 
April 2, 1956 





ual. contracts may be obtained upon 
request from the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. A bro- 
chure describing the NATO interna- 
tional bidding program also may be 
obtained from the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Division, or from any of the De- 
partment’s Field Offices. 





NEW OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR WORLD TRADE 











The firms and individuals named in 
the following lists have expressed in- 
terest in establishing new business 
connections in the United States. 
While every effort is made to include 
only firms or individuals of good re- 
pute, the Department of Commerce 
cannot assume responsibility for any 
transactions undertaken with’ these 


World Trade Directory reports on 
the listed firms are available to quali- 
fied U. 8S. firms from BFC’s Commer- 
cial Intelligence Division, or through 
the U. S. Department of Commerce 
Field Offices (listed on p. 2), for $1 
each. However, the usual precautions 
should be taken; all transactions are 
subject to prevailing laws and regula- 
tions in this country and abroad. 


Supplementary information, in the 
form of literature, catalogs, photo- 
graphs, price lists, or samples, is avail- 
able as indicated by symbol (*). 
Firms domiciled in the United States 
may obtain this material on loan from 
the Commercial Intelligence Division, 
Bureau of. Foreign Coa U. 8. 
Department of Commerce, 
ton 25, D. C. 


LICENSING OPPORTUNITY 


Machinery and Spare Parts: 

Belgium—S. A. Boulonneries de Pre- 
cision L. Dehousse (manufacturer, ex- 
porter of precision hardware, bolts, 
and nuts), rue Verkruyst, Hermalle- 
sous-Argenteau, is interested in licens- 
ing arrangements with U.S. company 
with or without capital participation 
for manufacturing machine tools and 
accessories, automobile spare parts 


and assembly, and agricultural trac- 
tors. 


IMPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Alcoholic Beverages: 

France —A. Pallas & Co. (distiller, 
wholesaler, exporter), rue Jean-Jaures, 
Cognac, Charente, wishes to export 
direct or through agent specializing in 
brandies, large quantities of very good 
quality cognac brandy, 5 years of age 
and older, in glass bottles; also other 
types of brandies in bottles or casks. 








Filter Paper: 

Germany—DELTA Papier & Filter 
GmbH, Buengeler & Co. (manufac-. 
turer,ex porter), 31-35 Mariaweiler- 
strasse, Dueren-Rhid, Germany, 
See tgs laste of 
agent large quan 
analytical filter paper for pet 
of filtration. Illustrated and descrip- 
tive leaflet.* — 

Fish Nets: : 

Netherlands—Van der Toorn’s Im- 
porter! 4486 Trellewen, eeteroentie: 
porter), /4- ’ eve re 
en/The Hague, wakes 7 to mommy § 
rect to east-coast importers high- 
quality cotton fish nets. Potential U. 8. 
buyers should indicate type of net in 
which interested. 

Glass: \ 

England—Rankins (Glass) Co., Ltd. 
(manufacturer, exporter), 85a Canon- 
bury Road, Islington, London, N, 1, 
wishes to export direct to specifica- 
tions stained glass windows and 
leaded lights, plain and ornamental; 
selected photographic plates, acid 
etched screens and camera backs, 
colored opal glasses, and dark-room 
glasses; instrument dials and cover 
glasses such as toughened cover 
glasses, reinforced cover glasses, sheet 
and plate cover glasses, and opal and 
colored dial glasses cut to any shape, 
holes drilled as required, etc.; and 
plate and sheet glass cut to any size. 

Hardware: 

Belgium—Etablissements J. A. Fla- 
ment (exporter), 44 avenue du 11 No- 
vembre, Brussels, wishes to export di- 
rect or through agent metallurgical 
products and metallic manufactures 
including valves, gate valves, nails 
and washers, screws and nuts, railway 
material, material for contractors, 
and pumps for farms. [Illustrated 
leaflets available.* 

Hides and Skins: 

France—Tanneries de Choisy (tan- 
ner), 45 rue Chevreul, Choisy-le-Roi 
(Seine), wishes to export direct high- 
quality tanned crocodile skins. 

Hotel and Restaurant Equipment: 

England —Clenaglass Washer Co., 
Ltd. (manufacturer, exporter), 6 
Bloomsbury Square, London, W. C. 1, 
wishes to export direct nonmechanical 
cup and glass washing units, suitable 
for restaurants, cafeterias, and bars 
where a more expensive mechanical 
dishwasher would not be warranted. 
Composed of 4 upright spindles cast 
in solid rubber, each spindle contain- 
ing 170 fingers. Illustrated leaflets 
available.* 

Industrial Instruments: 

Germany—Metron Waerme- u. Mes- 
stechnik Gustav Griesel KG. (manu- 
facturer, exporter, wholesaler), 2 Am 
Westbahnhof, Essen, wishes to export 
direct or through agent large quan- 
tities of pressure gages, thermometers, 
gas meters, load indicators, and re- 
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‘ Yugoslavia To Purchase 
Logging Handtools 


The Technical Assistance Divi- 
sion of the Government of Yugo- 
slavia is requesting sales pam- 
phiets, illustrated catalogs, and 
price lists for logging handtools, 
prior to placing an order for such 
tools needed by the Productivity 
Institute. 

Firms interested in filling this 
order are invited to submit their 
brochures to Mr. E. G. Rothblum, 
Industry Officer, USOM, c/o, 
American Embassy, Belgrade. No 
deadline has been placed on this 
request; however, a prompt re- 
sponse is requested. 











corders. Illustrated and descriptive 
leaflet available.* 

Labels: 

Germany—Saatweber & Sieper (man- 
ufacturer, exporter), 22 Am Diek, Wup- 
pertal-Barmen, wishes to export di- 
rect or through regional agents woven 
rayon labels and badges showing pic- 
tures and/or names. Sample labels 
available.* 

Machinery: 

Germany—Gebr. Buetfering (manu- 
facturer, exporter), 173 Stromberger 
Strasse, Beckum/Bez. Muenster/Westf., 
wishes to export direct or through 
agent various types of woodworking 
machines and conveyor plants. Illus- 
trated leaflets and price information 
available* — 

Mica Powder: 

India—M. Khajulal & Co. (manufac- 
turer, export merchant of mica, cut 
and polished synthetic stones, skins, 
and jewelry), Munshi Mahal, Jaipur 
City,.Rajasthan, wishes to export di- 
rect or through agent 10,000 pounds 
of mica powder of uniform grade; 
specifications: 60 to 200 mesh. 

Silverware: 

France — Orfevrerie “Le Belier” 
(manufacturer, wholesaler, exporter), 
8 rue Constantine, Lyon, wishes to ex- 
port direct or through agent good- 
quality silverplated articles including 
holloware and flatware. Exporter 
wants packing and label instructions. 

Iran—Fadavi Bros. (manufacturer, 
wholesaler, commission merchant), 
Isfahan, wishes to export, preferably 
through an agent, high-quality hand- 
engraved silverware and minaware, 
plain or enameled. Firm wishes fol- 
lowing information: Types of silver- 
ware preferred; quality or purity of 
silver to be used; and style preferred. 
Firm reports that black or plain de- 
signs can be engraved on request. 

Toilet Goods: 

Sweden — David Grute Handels- & 


Fabriks AB. (manufacturer, whole- 
saler, exporter), 22 Katarinavagen, 
12 


Stockholm So, wishes to export di- 
rect or through agent hair curlers of 
chamois-like material. Sample avail- 
able.* 

Tools: 

Germany—Aug. Hermann Hollmann 
(manufacturer, exporter), 82 Rem- 
scheid-Vieringhausen, wishes to ex- 
port direct or through agent wood- 
working and metalworking tools. Cat- 
alog with price information avail- 
able.* 


Wool: 
Syria—Kayasseh Bros. (export mer- 
chant, wholesaler), Mourabet St., 


Hama, wishes to export direct 300 
metric tons in lots of 50 metric tons 
monthly of Syrian 1956 first clip white 
washed wool, 85% clean score basis, 
in handpressed bales of 100/120 kgs. 
each. 


EXPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Automotive Parts: 

Saudi Arabia — Abdul-Latif Jameel 
(importing distributor, manufacturer’s 
agent), P. O. Box 248, Jidda, wishes to 
purchase direct and seeks agency from 
a supplier of automotive parts. 

Electrenic Parts: 

France—Radio Star (manufacturer 
of magnetophones, electrophones, 
radioelectrophones), 31 Chemin de 
Brancolar, Nice, wishes to purchase di- 
rect components for the construction 
of magnetic tape recorders. 

Feedstuffs: 

Belgium—Kinders Debaillie, S. N. C. 
(manufacturer, wholesaler of feed- 
stuffs for cattle and poultry), 285 
Astridlaan, Lichtervelde, wishes to 
purchase direct specialties required for 
the manufacture of feedstuffs for 
cattle and poultry. 

Foodstuffs: 

France—L. Laveissiere & Fils (whole- 
sale dealer, commission merchant 
handling all kinds of groceries and 
foodstuffs), 6 rue de la Saline, Cher- 
bourg, Manche, wishes to ‘purchase 
direct and seeks agency for France 
fof canned foodstuffs—meat, fish, and 
vegetables. 

Hides and Skins: 

France — Tanneries de Choisy (im- 
porter of reptile raw skins; tanner and 
exporter of reptile skins), 45 rue Chev- 
reul, Choisy-le-Roi (Seine), wishes to 
purchase direct all qualities of salted 
crocodile skins in unlimited quantities. 

Household Goods: 

Germany—Nord & Sued Einkaufsge- 
nossenschaft GmbH (importer, whole- 
saler of hardware, glass, and china- 
ware), 45 Steinring, Bochum/Westtf., 
wishes to purchase direct plastic 
household utensils of all kinds in 
substantial quantities, as firm is buy- 
ing agent for approximately 900 re- 
tail stores. 

Metals and Minerals: 

Germany — Bernhard Spiecker (im- 
porting distributor), 105 Hochallee, 





Hamburg, wishes to purchase direct 
ozocerite with a melting point of be- 
tween 60° and 70° C. in 50-ton lots, 

Metal Products: 

Colombia —Industrias de Aluminio 
Munal (Munir Alhach) (manufacturer 
of aluminum products and steel wool), 
Carrera 7a. Bis No. 22-A-13, Cali, Valle, 
wishes to purchase direct 30 tons 
quarterly of aluminum ingots, 991%4% 
pure. 

Oils: 

Colombia—V. Burrowes & Cia., Ltda., 
Industrias El Fraile (importer of raw 
materials for manufacture of soap; 
manufacturer of soap and candles), 
Calle 26 No. 2-17, Cali, wishes to pur- 
chase direct 50,000 pounds monthly 
of crude or refined coconut oil. 

Paraffin: 

Colombia—V. Burrowes & Cia., Ltda., 
Industrias El Fraile, (importer of raw 
material for manufacture of soap; 
manufacturer of soap and candles), 
Calle 26 No. 2-17, Cali, wishes to pur- 
chase direct 200,000 pounds monthly 
of paraffin, refined or semirefined, 
133-140, AMP; and 100,000 pounds 
monthly of fancy or extra-fancy 
candle grease. Quotations, samples, 
and catalogs desired at an early date, 

Power Plant: 

India — Dhanraj Sagarmull (manu- 
facturer), P. O. Sahibganj (S. P)), 
wishes to purchase direct and seeks 
ageney for complete power plant for 
rice-mill hull screen. 

Raw Materials: 

Colombia—Vicente Giraldo G. (man- 
facturer of soap and candles), Calle 
20 No. 14-38, Armenia, Caldas, wishes 
to purchase direct good-quality raw 
materials for the manufacture of 
soap and candles. Quotations, sam- 
ples, and catalogs desired. 

Rosin: 

Colombia—V. Burrowes & Cia., Ltda., 
Industrias El Fraile (importer of raw 
materials for manufacture of soap; 
manufacturer of soap and candles), 
Calle 26 No. 2-17, Cali, wishes to pur- 
chase direct 30,000 pounds monthly of 
good-quality colophony. 

Tires: 

Germany—aAlfred Neuser (importer, 
wholesaler of automobile tires), 59c 
Marktstrasse, Krefeld, wishes to pur- 
chase direct all kinds of automobile 
tires. 

Tools: 

Germany—Friedrich Schreiber & Co. 
(importer, wholesaler of hoisting tools 
and other industrial tools), 76 Wild- 
enbruchstrasse, Duesseldorf, wishes 
to purchase direct and act as sole sell- 
ing agent for U. S. firms for indus- 
trial tools. 

Yarns: 

Germany—Frey & Co. (importer, eX- 
porter), 54 Hofaue, Wuppertal-Elber- 
feld, wishes to purchase direct and act 
as sales agent on a commission basis 
for worsted yarns. 
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AGENCY OPPORTUNITIES 


Antiques: 

England—F. S. Oram (exporter of 
antiques), 21 North End House, of 
London, W. 14, wishes to act as buying 
agent and shipper of antiques on be- 
half of U. S. importers. 

Curios, Novelties, and Handicrafts: 

Ireland—George E. Quin (commis- 
sion merchant, wholesaler, retailer), 
43 Dame St., Dublin, seeks agency for 
medium-priced fancy goods, such as 
leather wallets, travel clocks, and other 
items suitable for prizes by .sports 
clubs. 

Foodstuffs: 

New Zealand—E. O. Faber, Ltd. (im- 
porting distributor, indent agent), 1, 
Anzac Ave., Auckland, seeks agency for 
dried fruits, particularly prunes. 

General Merchandise: 

Canada—Associated Agencies, Reg’d. 
(manufacturer’s agent), 67 Ellendale 
Drive, Scarboro (Toronto 13), Ontario, 
seeks agency for textiles, soft goods, 
sporting goods, housewares, and con- 
sumer goods. 

Glassware: 

Union of South Africa—Edward 
Woodhams & Co. (manufacturer’s 
agent), 80 Yorkshire House, Field St., 
Durbin, seeks agency from U. S. man- 
ufacturer for inexpensive pressed 
household glassware, particularly 
water sets consisting of pitcher and 6 
glasses. 


Industrial Plant Designing: 

Australia—Associated Industrial De- 
signers, 484 Toorak Road, Toorak, 
Victoria, offer their services\as con- 





tract designers of piant and equip- 
ment in the paper, chemical, and 
general engineering fields. 

Jewelry: 

Ireland — George E. Quin (commis- 
sion merchant, wholesaler, retailer), 
43 Dame St., Dublin, seeks agency for 
medium-priced. costume jewelry. 

Silverware: 

Ireland — George E. Quin (commis- 
sion merchant, wholesaler, retailer), 
43 Dame St., Dublin, wishes to obtain 
agency for medium-priced silver 
fancy goods, not including flatware. 

Tinplate: 

Netherlands—Euhama, Europeesche 
Handelmaatschappij N. V. (importer 
and exporter of iron and steel, non- 
ferrous metals, and scrap), 29 Titia- 
anstraat, Amsterdam, wishes to ob- 
tain exclusive representation for the 


Benelux countries for coke—hot-dip- ~ 


ped—and electrolytic tinplate. 





FOREIGN 
VISITORS 


s 


Denmark — Aege Damgaard, repre- 
senting Angli Skjortefabrik, 94 Th. 
Nielsensgade, Hearning, is interested 
in visiting shirt manufacturers, and 
manufacturers of cottoh materials 
for shirts, as well as studying modern 
production methods. Scheduled to 
arrive April 10, via San Francisco, for 
about 2 weeks. U. S. addresses: c/o 
Danish Consulate General, Room 491, 
Mills Bldg., 220 Montgomery St., San 
Francisco, Calif.; or American Scan- 
dinavian Foundation, 127 East 73d 











St.. New York, N.Y. Itinerary: San 
Francisco, Chicago, and New York. 
England—W. H. Gollings, represent- 
ing W. H. Gollings & Associates, Ltd., 
12 Upper Grosvenor St., London, W. 1, 
is interested in meeting with adver- 
tising agencies, Scheduled to arrive 
early in April, via New York, for a visit 
of 2 or 3 weeks. U. S. address: c/o 
G. Reynolds, Gaynor & Co., 10 E. 49th 
St., New York 17, N. Y. Itinerary: Noy 
York, Los Angeles, and San Francisco} 
(See article entitled, “British Agency 
Seeks rocal Agreement,” in For- 
eign Commerce Weekly, March 12, 
1956, page 11). v 
Israel—_M. Hanoh Goldstein, repr 
senting Merino Worsted 5S 
Mills, Ltd. (manufacturer of wo 
yarn), 20 Yehuda Halevy St., Tel Aviv, 
is interested in the production and ex- 
port of worsted yarns, and wishes 
technical information on production 
methods and marketing conditions. 
Scheduled to arrive April 8, via New 
York, for a visit of 4 weeks. U. S. 
address: c/o American-Israel Cham- 
ber of Commerce and Industry, Inc., 
250 West 51st St., New York 19, N.Y. 
Itinerary: New YOrk,. Jersey City, 
Philadelphia, and Providence (R.“I.). 
Union of South Africa—C, N. Dancer, 
representing C. N. Dancer (Pty.), P. O. 
Box 6211, Johannesburg, is interested 
in basic-raw materials for paint, rub- 
ber, and plastics industry. Scheduled 
to arrive April 9, via Chicago, for a 
visit of 2 weeks. U. S. address: c/o 
Vanadium Corp. of America, 420 Lex- 
ington Ave., New York, N. Y. Itiner- 
ary: Chicago, New York, Wilmington, 
and other cities. 
World Trade Directory report being ° 
prepared. 





Foreign Government .. . 
(Continued from Page 8) 


323-4-0-2. Impure cottonseed oil, 0.15 (0.04). 


323-4-0-3. Impure oils of sesame, peanuts, 
and coconuts, 0.10 (0.02). 


323-4-0-6. Vegetable oils not specifically 
mentioned, and olive oils, impure, 0.10 plus 
15 percent ad valorem (0.08). 

The new rates will not apply on 
orders shipped before March 1. 


Protection to basic industries utiliz- 
ing natural livestock and agriculturai 
products was the announced reason for 


the duty increases.—U. S. Emb., Gua- 
temala. 


IRAQ 


Lowers Consumption Taxes 


The Iraq Government has reduced 
from 20 percent to 10 percent the con- 
sumption tax on exports of sheep, 
goats, camels, buffalo, and cattle; 
ginned and unginned cotton; cotton 
Seed; vegetables; fresh and dried 
fruits; and gallnuts. 

The tax is reduced from 12% per- 
cent to 10 percent on dates, date 
sirup, and barley and from 15 percent 
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to 10 percent on gum tragacanth and 
licorice roots. 

These tax rates were reduced by 
Laws Nos. 2 and 3 of 1956, both of 
which became effective on February 
8.—U. S. Emb., Baghdad. 


MEXICO 


{ 
Changes Free-Zone Duty List 


Ordinary lime, hydraulic lime, and 
wooden moldings have been added to 
the list of items subject to import 
duties in the Mexican free zone of 
Baja California and partial free zone 
of the State of Sonora. 

Automobile and truck brake linings 
imported into the free-zone areas have 
been removed from the dutiable list. 

These changes in the free-zone list 
Were put into force by a Ministry of 
Finance circular which became effec- 
tive on February 27.—Diario Oficial, 
February 27, 1956. 

Former announcements of items 
dutiable in Mexican free zone areas 
appeared in Foreign Commerce Week- 
ly, March 7, 1955, page 12, and October 
25, 1954, page 10. 


Exempts Vinegar From Duty 
Vinegar in glass containers, export 
tariff classification No. 67-57, was ex- 
empted from Mexican export duty on 
February 26. 
This item formerly was subject to 


an export duty of 30 percent ad va- 
lorem. 


PERU 
Lowers Duty on Some Solvents 


The Peruvian, Government has es- 
tablished a new subclassification for 
two types of pyroxylin solvents and 
reduced the duty on the two items. 

Tariff item No. 670, acetates of iso- 
propyl, cellosoive and carbitol, has 
been divided and subitem No. 670-A 
created to cover methyl-ethyl-ketone’ 
and methyl-isobutyl-ketone. These 
items are now dutiable at 0.40 sole per 
gross kilogram plus 1334 percent of 
c. i. f. value (1 sole=US$0.0528). 

The duty for other items under No. 
670 remains at 0.60 sole plus 13%4 per- 
cent of c. i.,f. value-—U. S. Emb., Lima. 














UTILITIES AND SERVICES 











Marconi Radio Redem Co. of 
Egypt under authorization of Cairo’s 
Council of Ministers may be licensed 
under special conditions to receive 
RCA news broadcasts from the United 
States. 

The authorization is valid for a year 
and may be renewed with the Minister 
of Communications’ consent.—Emb., 
Cairo. 





Phnom Penh’s radiotelegraph serv- 
lees have been expanded by the es- 
tablishment of connections with the 
cities of Bangkok, Vientiane, Hong 
Kong, and the new deep-sea port of 
Kompong Som Bay. 

In 1955 the Phnom Penh radiotele- 
graph center processed 182,344 mes- 
sages totaling 4,045,763 words——Emb., 
Phnom Penh. 





A radiotelephone service between 
India and Saigon has been inaugu- 
rated, increasing the number of Indian 
oversea links to 16 countries—10 Asian 
and 6 European and Middle Eastern 
countries—Emb., New Delhi. 





The first Saudi Arabia-Lebanon ra- 
diotelephone circuit has been inaugu- 
rated. 

Single-side band technique is 
used, with terminal equipment for 20 
channels or 20 radioteletype and open- 
wire connections between Mecca, Jid- 
da, and Taif. It is understood that 
from 3 to 4 hours will be required to 
place calls when traffic is normal. 

The Beirut circuit is but a segment 
of a 4-year-old project to link the 
principal cities of Saudi Arabia with 
the capitals of the world. 

Siemens-Halske, the German firm 
furnishing the equipment and engi- 
neering, has already completed a cir- 
cuit to Cairo and expects to complete 
the entire project by the end of 1956. 

Existing circuits are of little value 
to most Europeans because, for secu- 
rity reasons, conversations must be in 
Arabic.—Emb., Jidda. 





The Finnish Radio Co. (Yleisradio) 
will install its first transmitter in Hel- 
sinki for use as an experimental sta- 
tion and for training personnel, ac- 
cording to the local press. 

The domestic radio industry, the re- 
port states, can produce about 5,000 
TV receivers this year if there is a 
demand for them and they will be 
built in such a way that Soviet pro- 
grams can be viewed even though 
Finnish television standards are based 
on those adopted by most of Western 
Europe. 

A separate proposal for general tele- 
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vision ES RMN in Finland is ex- 

pected to be submitted to the Govern- 
ing Board of Yleisradio within a few 
weeks. 


Radio Televisao Portuguesa (RTP) 
has been granted an exclusive con- 
cession to operate a network of tele- 
vision broadcasting stations in Portu- 
gal. Initially this network will serve 
Lisbon, Oporto, and Coimbra.—Emb., 
Lisbon. 

Earlier television developments in 
Portugal were reported in Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, October 31, 1955, 
page 10, and January 23, 1956, page 17. 








El Salvador’s first television station 
may begin cperations by April or May 
of this year. 

Television Salvadorena, S. A. (TELE- 
VISA), has purchased a 500-watt 
transmitter and also has contracted 
for the representation of television re- 
ceivers manufactured by a U. S. firm. 
It thereby expects to insure low re- 
tail prices, and hence an extensive 
market. Programing will consist 
mainly of filmed shows and sponsors 
will pay $100-$120 for a half-hour 
show, approximately the present price 
for local radio shows.—Emb., San Sal- 
vador. 





All telephone rate increases re- 
quested by Cia. Peruana de Tele- 
fonos Limitada, a subsidiary of Inter- 
national Telephone and Telegraph 
Co., have been granted by the Presi- 
dent of Peru. Increases amount to 
80 percent over previous rates. 

A revaluation of existing assets is 
provided for in the Presidential de- 
cree, and an escalator clause on rates 
is included, whereby they move up or 
down to prevent return on capital in- 
vestment from dropping below 10 per- 
cent or exceeding 12 percent over a 
12-month period, as verified by the 
Superintendent of Banks. In addition, 
the company is required to install 
28,000 new lines within a T-year 
period, an expansion which will re- 
quire an additional investment of ap- 
proximately $11 million. 

Although the President approved 
the request of Cia. National de Tele- 
fonos to establish a telephone system 
in Lima, the company, which now pro- 
vides long-distance service, was not 
expected to accept the terms of the 
proposed contract.—Emb., Lima. 





Syrian fig production, fresh and 
dried, in 1955 is estimated at 10 per- 
cent less than in 1954. 


KLM Expands Service; 
New Planes on Order 


KLM, Royal Dutch Airlines, showed 
an 8-percent increase in revenue ton- 
miles in 1955 as a result of more in- 


tensive utilization of its aircraft. No © 


new planes were added to the fleet. 
Sales rose by approximately 8 per- 
cent and number of passengers carried 
by about 6 percent, reflecting an in- 
crease of 15 percent in tourist-class 


traffic, which more than offset a de- 
cline in first-class passengers. 


The company’s emphasis on air 
freight produced an approximate 15- 
percent increase in freight ton-miles, 

Charter flights averaged between 11 
and 12 a week. 


Three Cities Added 


Three new cities—Kandahar, Kabul, 
and New Delhi—were added to the 
KLM network, and cooperative agree- 
ments were concluded with Colombian 
Airlines, S. A. M. and with Air Ceylon. 


The company had a considerable 
number of aircraft on order at the 
end of the year, including 8 Douglas 
DC-8 jet airliners, 10 Douglas DC-7’s, 
9 Vickers Viscount 803’s, 4 Lockheed 
Super Constellations, and 2 Fokker 
F-27’s. 

Cooperative agreements were con- 
cluded with the Colombian Airline 
SAM and with Air Ceylon. 





U. S.-Congo Sea-Air 
Service Available 


Sea-air cargo transport from 
the United States to the Belgian 
Congo now can be arranged be- 
tween ocean carriers and SA- 
BENA, the Belgian airline has 
announced. 

A SABENA representative is in 
the United States to conclude 
agency arrangements with vari- 
ous maritime forwarders and 
steamship lines. The agreements _ 
will allow payment of 5 percent 
of air freight charges to the orig- 
inating forwarder or steamship 
company, SABENA states. 

The airline indicated that use 
of its air service from the seaport 
of Matadi will cut the time re- 
quired to transport cargo from 
a U.S. port to the Belgian Congo 
interior to less than 30 days. 

Further information is obtain- 
able from SABENA Belgian 
World Airlines, 720 Fifth Avenue, 
New York City, or any of the 
airline’s other offices. 
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Yugoslavia Adopts . . . 
(Continued from Page 3) 


per of collective farms has diminished 
since 1952, and small independent 
farms predominate. Private land hold- 
ings are limited to 10 hectares. The 
Government, to combat some of the 
disadvantages of land parcelization, 
plans to encourage the development of 
agricultural cooperatives, to become 
the economic unit of the village. They 
will take over the purchase of all 
agricultural produce from producers, 
the supplying of fertilizers, seeds, and 
other production materials, and the 
establishment and operation of local 
processing plants. Credit conditions 
for the purchase of agricultural ma- 
chinery and livestock will be eased to 
facilitate rationalization of farming 
methods. 


Foodstuffs Demand Up 


Though droughts and other factors 
have retarded agricultural produc- 
tion, the demand for foodstuffs has 
increased substantially, as Yugo- 
slavia’s industrial population has 
tripled in the past 10 years. The ris- 
ing trend of agricultural prices has 
reached inflation levels. In October 
1955, the retail-price index for agri- 
cultural products was 156 (1952—100). 
The index for the first 9 months was 
32 points above the corresponding pe- 
riod of 1954, and the overall cost-of- 
living index rose by 11 percent. 

The Government, according to Vice 
President Vukmanovich-Tempo, has 
had little success in stemming the in- 
flationary trend, which received fur- 
ther stimulus from the high invest- 
ment level and from the foreign-ex- 
change system: which placed a high 
premium on many types of imports. 


The Yugoslav economy has been 
consistently burdened with a heavy 
balance - of - payments deficit since 
World War II. Although one of the 
primary aims of the industrialization 
program is to free the country from 
excessive dependence upon the ex- 
ternal accounts, the requirements of 
the industrialization process render the 
economy extremely vulnerable to the 
external payments situation. . Heavy 
capital-equipment imports for the in- 
vestment program have been a con- 
stant in the postwar trade structure. 
In consequence, the recurrent need 
for large imports of grain and other 
foodstuffs has had the effect\of re- 
ducing raw-materials imports and 
adding to the payments deficit. 

Exports of manufactures have de- 
veloped steadily but gradually, while 
the country’s traditional agricultural 
exports have been diminished by the 
droughts. Industrial exports have not 
Kept pace with the growth of domes- 
tic manufactures, which have been 
absorbed largely by internal industrial 
requirernents and consumer demand. 
Special stress is being made on the 
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need to devote greater attention in in- 
vestment planning fo the expansion of 
agricultural exports, and of those 
other sectors able to achieve the great- 
est earnings or savings of foreign ex- 
change. 


Total exports in 1955 are estimated 
to have reached 73.4 billion dinars, an 
increase of some 2 percent over 1964. 
The total reported fell about 6 billion 
dinars short of the goal adopted in 
the 1955 pian presented in January 
1955. Imports, excluding foreign aid, 
in 1955 are estimated at 94 billion 
dinars, substantially above both the 
1954 level and the 1955 plan goal, with 
the result that the trade deficit for 
1955, exclusiye of foreign aid, reached 
19 billion dinars ($64 million). 


Details of the 1956 economic plan 
have not been presented, but it is re- 
ported that an increase of:10 percent 
is scheduled for industrial production 
and an increase of 13 billion dinars 
in exports. Less than full utilization 
of industrial capacities will continue 
because of the lack of foreign ex- 
change for imported raw materials. 
Investment in agriculture is to be in- 
creased by 8 billion dinars. No new 
large-scale investment projects in any 
economic branch are to be initiated in 
1956. 





Netherlands Economy . . . 
(Continued from Page 2) 


supply rose to 9,975 million guilders, 
2.7 percent over the September level 
of 9,719 million. Available indicators 
showed a still rising trend for Decem- 
ber. Note circulation rose to 3,955 mil- 
lion guilders by the end of December 
and reached a peak of 3,959 in the 
week ended January 3, the highest 
volume since the 1946 currency re- 
form. Bank credits increased during 
October and November and probably 
in December, largely owing to seasonal’ 
factors. For the first time in many 
months, commercial banks in Decem- 
ber borrowed from the central bank 
to meet their 10-percent reserve re- 
quirements. Although the discount 
rate remained unchanged, the call 
money rate rose from one half of 1 
percent to 1 percent in December, in- 
dicating heavier interbank borrow- 
ings, and in January the rate tempo- 
rarily rose to 1% percent. 
Foreign-exchange reserves, which 
were 1,493 million guilders at the end 
of the third quarter, decreased to 
1,410 million by December 27 but on 
January 23 recovered partially to 
1,455 million. Gold reserves rose from 
3,046 million guilders in September to 
3,275 million in December, at which 
level they continued in January, Offer- 
ings of Treasury paper met with little 
demand during November and Decem- 
ber owing to the commercial bank’s 


seasonal year-end requirements, but 
picked up during January. © 


Prices Remain Stable 

Despite monetary expansion, prices 
were seriously not affected, since the 
net availability of rose as & 
result of increases in estic produc- 
tion and in imports. Sales-tax reduc- 
tions on several commodity items, 
introduced in September, assisted in 
preventing price level increases, al- 
though larger price reductions would 
have been possible in certain sectors— 
textiles, fats and oils—if the full 
advantage of the tax reductions had 
been passed along to consumers. 

The labor market remained un- 
changed except for seasonal trends. 
Labor shortages continued to hamper 
production in some industries, par- 
ticularly .the metal, construction, 
wood, and strawboard industries, 
with the overall shortage estimated at 
85,000 men and women. Unemploy- 
ment continued low with normal sea- 
sonal increases in the construction, 
agricultural, and tourist trades. 


Capital Market Active 


The last quarter of 1955 was marked 
by an unusually high amount of néw 
capital issues. Three were mainly re- 
sponsible for the significant rise, 
namely, a 30-year 3.25-percent Gov- 
ernment bond issue of 250 million 
guiiders, a 20-year 3.5 percent Nether- 
lands Railways bond issue of 50 mil- 
lion guilders, and a Philips share issue 
of 179 million guilders. 

Crop harvesting was completed dur- 
ing the period October-December un- 
der ideal weather conditions. In gen- 
eral, the yields’ quality and quantity 
were satisfactory. The ratio of agri- 
cultural prices to production costs was 
slightly more favorable than a year 
earlier. The growth of agricultural 
income, however, has not kept pace 
with the’other principal components 
of national income. The value of agri- 
cultural exports increased an esti- 
mated 10 percent above the corre- 
sponding quarter of 1954, while import 
values remained at essentially the 
same level. New guaranteed prices 
for milk were announced on De- 
cember 28, which are expected to cost 
an estimated 40 million guilders an- 
nually in subsidy payments. 

The Government presented ari opti- 
mistie report on Benelux developments 
to the Second Chamber, requesting 
ratification of the protocols on eco- 
nomic and social policy and joint 
trade policy. The Government further 
stated that cooperation on agricultural - 
policy, an expanding liberalization 
list, more freedom in capital move- 
ments, and general economic develop- 
ments had led it to consider steps for 
a final economic union.—U. 8S. Emb., 
The Hague. 
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Trade Missions Named for Fairs 
In France, Japan, Italy, Germany 


Nineteen mupanioaall businessmen and U. S. Department of Commerce 
officials will staff U. S. trade missions in the five remaining fairs in this 
fiseal year, the Office of Internationai Trade Fairs, U. S. Department 


of Commerce, has announced. 


The members will be available to answer questions that will help 


stimulate two-way trade. The five 
fairs are scheduled in: Lyon, April 7- 
16; Osaka, April 8-22; Milan, April 
12-27; Hanover, April 29-May 8; and 
Paris, May 5-21. 

Trade mission members, 14 from the 
business world and 5 from Govern- 
ment, took an intensive orientation 
course in the Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce in Washington. This course in- 
cluded necessary background on the 
fair program and trade policies in 
which each Government agency hav- 
ing an interest in the trade-fair pro- 
gram participated. Upon their arrival 
overseas, the members also are briefed 
by U. S. Embassy staffs in advance of 
their meeting with foreign business- 
men and government officials in prin- 
cipal centers of each country. 

The trade mission to Japan is sched- 
uled to meet with businessmen and 
trade-association groups in Sapporo, 
Otaru, Sendai, Yokohama, Shimizu, 
Shizuoka, Nagoya, Osaka, Fukuoka, 
Nagasaki, and Hiroshima. It also 
plans to visit the commercial centers 
of Kobe, Kyoto, and Takamatsu dur- 
ing or immediately after the Osaka 
fair. Many subjects, including the tex- 
tile, food processing, handicraft, ce- 
ramic, and heavy industries, will be 
open for discussion by the mission. 

‘The trade mission in Germany is 
slated to meet: with individual busi- 
nessmen in Bonn, Frankfurt, Stutt- 


gart, Cologne, Duesseldorf, Duisburg, - 


Dortmund, Hamburg, and Brunswick 
before manning the Trade Center at 
the Hanover fair. Panel discussions 
will cover a wide range of durable- 
goods industries, including chemicals, 
precision machinery, pe yi and 
medical instruments, f handling 
and packaging machinery, textile 
machinery, handicraft, and other con- 
sumer items. 


Paris Fair Included 


In France the mission will attend 
beth the Lyon and Paris fairs. Meet- 
ings with commercial and industry 
groups are sla for Nantes, St. 
Etienne, Clermont-Ferrand, Mulhouse, 
Strasbourg, Nancy, Metz, Lille, Rouen, 
and Caen. Items discussed will cover a 
wide range of producer goods, includ- 
ing electrical machinery, textile 
equipment, and machine tools. 

The trade mission in Italy will make 
an extensive tour of the principal 
commercial centers of northern Italy. 
They will meet with businessmen and 
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groups in the machine-tool, primary 
textile, handicraft, glassware, and 
heavy industries. Panel sessions and 
groups discussion also are planned 
for the mission in Vicenza, Padova, 
Venice, Bologna, Florence, Genoa, and 
Turin. 

Members of the trade missions are 
well supplied with reference material 
to assist them in answering inquiries 
while on tour and at the fairs. More 
than 600 trade directories, catalogs, 
trade papers, and periodicals, in addi- 
tion to other statistical data on the 
U. S. market, constitute the commer- 
cial reference library at each trade 
information center. U. S. publishers 
have been most cooperative in donat- 
ing the material used in the commer- 
cial reference library. 

Members of the U. S. trade missions 
fare as follows: 


France 


Joseph A. Mack, deputy director, Office of 
Field Services, U. S. Department of Commerce, 
Washington, D. C., chief of mission. 

Clarence S. Siegel, assistant director, Euro- 
pean Division, Bureau of Foreign Commerce. 


Ingram F. Boyd, Jr., St. Louis, Mo., presi- 
dent, Boyd-Richardson Co.; past president, As- 
sociated Retailers of St. Louis; past vice presi- 
dent, National Retail Dry Goods Association. 


Eugene M. Lang, New York City, president, 
Resources & Facilities Corp.; active in Society 
of Automotive Engineers and American Ord- 
mance Association. 


‘Wate G. McCargo, Richmond, Va., president, 
H. V. Baldwin & Co.; past president, NRDGA 
and Richmond Retail Merchants Association. 


Edward M. Parrish, Richmond, Va., presi- 
dent, Gulf Red Cedar Co., Inc., past president 
and chairman of Richmond Export-Import 
Club and Virginia World Trade Conference. 


Thomas C. Young, Portland, Oreg., presi- 
dent, Pacific Roofing Co., Division of PABCO 
Products, Inc., San Francisco, Calif.; director, 
Columbia Empire Industries, Inc., Manufac- 
turers Association of Oregon. 


Japan 


Eugene M. Braderman, director, Far East- 
ern Division, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
chief of mission. 

Charles A. Keough, Philadelphia, Pa., presi- 
dent, Ballthrall Trading Co.; past president, 
Foreign Traders Association of Philadelphia, 
Inc. 

Egil E. Krogh, Rochester, N. Y., president, 
Sibley, Lindsay & Curr Co.; chairman, Mer- 
chandising Division, NRDGA; member of 
board of directors, Retail Merchants Council 
of Rochester. 

Vergil D. Reed, New York, N. Y., vice presi- 
dent, J. Walter Thompson Co.; past president, 
American Marketing Association and Market 
Research Council; life fellow and past vice 
president, American Statistical Association. 


Germany 
Frank W. Sheaffer, deputy director, Office 
of Export Supply, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, chief of mission. 
James S. Baker, San Francisco, Calif., presi- 
dent and general manager, James S. Baker 


(Continued on Page 18) 


Variety of Exhibitions 
Scheduled in England 


The 1956 National Radio and Tele- 
vision Exhibition for British-made ra- 
dio components will be held at Earls 
Court, London, England, August 22- 
September 1, with a preview sched- 
uled for August 21, the Radio Industry 
Council has announced. 

This exhibition, the first since inde- 
pendent television came ‘on the air, 
will feature working demonstrations 
of many applications of electronics 
in use on land, at sea, in the air, in 
industry, commerce, and medicine. 

The Fourth Factory Equipment Ex- 
hibition displaying products for fac- 
tory .construction, equipment, and 
maintenance; the handling, storing, 
and packaging of goods; power-oper- 
ated tools; and oil-burning equipment 
for factory heating, will be held in 
Earls Court, London, April 9-14. 


Productivity To Be Featured 

The next Mechanical Handling Ex- 
hibition and Convention, of interest 
to manufacturers in its showing how 
greater output and lower costs can be 
achieved by the saving of time, space, 
and effort is scheduled from May 9- 
19 at Earls Court. 

The Production Exhibition and Con- 
ference will be held in Grand Hall, 
Olympia, London, May 23-31. Unlike 
the trade fair, it will demonstrate the 
science of productivity—not only the 
techniques for increasing the produc- 
tion level but the quality of the proc- 
esses by which production is achieved. 

The Bath and West Agricultural 
Show, Cardiff, reportedly will have 
displays of tractors, combine harvest- 
ers, and power-farming equipmert, 
and the National Coal Board will 
present a comparison between ancient 
and modern methods of mining coal 
with a working model demonstrating 
every stage in the mining process. The 
Bath Exhibit is to be held May 30- 
June 2. 

Firms and research organizations of 
all types are invited to display instru- 
ments which they still are developing, 
or of which they have just ¢éompleted 
development at the Physical Society 
Exhibition of Scientific Instruments 
and Apparatus, Old and New Horti- 
cultural Halls, Westminster, London, 
May 14-17. The show reportedly’ will 
display the work of well over 130 dif- 
ferent establishments and will be 
visited by scientists dealing with all 
aspects of physical instrument re- 
search. 





The International Trade Fair, Lux- 
embourg, will be held from May 26 
to June 9, 1956. 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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COMMODITY NEWS 





Argentine Hide and Skin 
Qutput, Use Up in 1955 


Argentine trade sources estimate 
eattlehide and calfskin production at 
approximately 10,750,000 units in 1955, 
compared with 10 million in 1954. 
The domestic industry consumed about 
3.15 million cattlehides and calfskins, 
and approximately 7.6 million were 
exported. Figures for 1954 show that 
$ million hides and skins were used 
domestically and 7 million were ex- 
ported. 

The Netherlands was the leading 
foreign market for Argentine bovine 
hide and skin exports, purchasing 
a total of 1,464,510 units. Included 
were 934,035 salted cattlehides, 17,465 
dry cattlehides, 460,386 salted calf- 
skins, and 52,624 dry calfskins. The 
vU. S. S. R. was the next largest 
buyer, taking 1,116,205 units, of which 
1,088,730 were salted cattlehides, and 
27,475 salted calfskins. 

Germany received 719,353 salted and 
90,363 dry cattlehides, and 187,837 
salted and 37,360 dry calfsxins, total- 
ing 1,034,913, to become the third 
largest buyer. Other important buyers 
were Poland, 751,143 units; and Italy, 
736,536 units. The United States pur- 
chased 8,500 salted cattlehides. 

Sheepskin production has been es- 
timated by the trade at 9 million to 
10 million skins in 1955, with the do- 
mestic industry consuming about. 2 
million. Approximately 7 million 
sheepskins were exported, with France 
receiving, almost 50 percent. The 
United Kingdom, Belgium, the United 
States, and the Netherlands also were 
important foreign markets. 


Argentine Horsehide production is 
exported almost in its entirety. In 
1955, approximately 200,000 horsehides 
were exported, half of which went to 
Japan. This represents a 70-percent 
production increase over 1954.—U. 8S. 
Emb., Buenos Aires. 





United Kingdom Magazine 
Circulation Down in 1955 


United Kingdom magazine circula- 
tions declined in the last half of 1955, 
reversing an 18-month upward trend. 
The decline, in part seasonal, reflects 
&® squeeze on personal-consumption 
expenditures. 

Women’s magazines, however, con- 
tinued to gain, although increases 
were at a slower rate than in the first 
half of 1955. 

The small-circulation serious week- 
lies retained some of their early gains 
and exceeded 1954 figures at the year 
end. Mass-circulation general week- 
lies continued downward throughout 
1955 and fell below 1954 levels. 


Magazines concerning the country 


April 2, 1956 





West German Still-Picture Comsin Exports 
Show Increase in First 11 Months of 1955 


West German exports of still-pic-. 
ture cameras, including scientific, 
technical, and box cameras, in the 
first 11 months of 1955, increased 8.2 
percent in number and 14.9 percent in 
value, the Business and Defense Serv- 
ices Administration, U. S. Department 
of Commerce has announced. 

Shipments in the first 11 months of 
1955 amounted to 1,861,109  still- 
picture cameras, valued at 146,029,000 
German marks, compared with; 1,720,- 
106 cameras, valued at 127,062,000 


marks, for the corresponding 11 
months of 1954 (1 German mark= 
US$0.238). 


The United States continues to be 
Western Germany’s leading foreign 
market for still-picture cameras. Ex- 
ports to the United States in the first 


- 11 months of 1955 totaled 275,313 cam- 


eras, valued at 33,963,000 marks, com- 
pared with 275,821 cameras, valued at 
32,796,000 marks in the like period of 
1954, a small decrease in quantity, 
but a 3.6-percent increase in value. 

Germany’s exports consist of two 
classifications, “cameras for technical 
and scientific purposes” and “other 
cameras.” Foreign sales of the first 
category in the first 11 months of 
1954 amounted to 2,967 cameras, val- 
ued at 9,923,000 marks, and while the 
quantity increased to 2,997 in 1955, 
the value dropped to 5,468,000 marks 
—about 45 percent. 

The United States still is Germany’s 
principal market for technical and 


scientific cameras, although the quan- 
tity, in 1955, dropped to 949—an 8- 
percent decrease—valued at 2,748,000 
marks —53 percent decrease —com- 
pared with 1954 figures. Australia, 
Germany’s second best market for 
these cameras,.imported 325 cameras 
valued at 382,000 marks, in the 1955 
period, campared with 250, valued at 
304,000 marks, in the like months of 
1954. Although Switzerland is the third 
principal market, exports dropped 
from 282 cameras, valued at 388,000 
marks, in 1954, to 175 cameras, valued 
at 239,000 marks in 1955. 


Germany’s exports of technical and 
scientific cameras declined, but other 
camera exports recorded substantial 
increases. Shipments for the first 11 
months of 1955 totaled 1,858,112 cam- 
eras, valued at 140,561,000 marks, 
compared with 1,720,106 cameras, 
valued at 117,139,000 marks, for the 
corresponding period of 1954, up 8 per- 
cent in mumber and 20 percent in 
value. : 


The 12 principal foreign markets for 
these cameras, in the first 11 moriths 
of 1955, took 67.5 percent of the total 
exports, which represented 69.5 per- 
cent of the value. The remainder of 
the exports was consigned to approxi- 
mately 80\ foreign countries. 

West German still-picture camera 
exports by principal markets, for the 
first 11 months of 1954 and 1955, are 
given in the accompanying table. 


West German Exports of Still-Picture Cameras! 











1954 1955 
Value in Value in 
Number 1,000 marks Number 1,000 marks 
Special cameras for technical and sci- 
entific rposes: 
Tutte States Shs Vivsi bh OSG CERF Ce 1,031 5,859 949 2,748 
AUIBEFOUA bcc ccrcoccccceccceseccesces 250 304 325 382 
SwHeriad «saci cc vce ccccctnscseces 282 388 175 239 
CEE 1 senaidiocccs cenge evens ceagies 1,404 3,372 1,548 2,099 
Tete © sic clc vive ccdbvdcdsvncpevthcetes 2,967 9,923 2,997 5,468 | 
her still-picture cameras: ’ 
Onited tates Seon s dedGed duntinawibe ee “a Pp 4 8 
DE bc ndubeuew tenth scan f 
oun. es era” 46.208 11,089 34,204 8405 
BwWEden 3......ccccerccvcccescccseces 144,426 7,271 136,364 8,229 
Switmerland ......cicccccesccecosecs 75,644 4,231 .892 ; 6,708 
FOOLY oc cv ccccrceccsccccscvcccscbecses 61,042 4,498 75,865 ; oe 
CORR ocho cc vc ncebsccced ouke seh aes 90,721 4,670 ATT 5, 
BEES nc... nc cccectwcumavccdsceets ose 84,048 3,209 74,591 4,857 
Australia ...,..-+++++6 Jr neeedeoecege 60,291 3,788 84,822 4,775 
Hong Kong .......ceseecsseccssececs 17,382 3,726 20,079 4,257 
DUO, cnn copes tegteteecssvheets 114,583 4,860 87,449 4,184 
ee ee Pore rer 109,624 3,097 153,380 4,067 
GRRE ssc cbinn cnc cesetesvuvatesetees 518,009 33,198 603,968 42,906 
Tatiana indd dabtutin aide « bncudesbabins T7280, 106 117,139 1,858,112 140,561 
Grand Total .is..ccccccedscdecss 1,723,073 127,062 1,861,109 146,029 


1 First 11 months, 1954 and 1955. 


Source: Der Assenhandel der Bundesrepublik Deutschland. 





remained popular, and “Radio Times,” 
the British Broadcasting Corporation 
publication giving radio and television 
programs and: news, retained first 
place with a circulation well over 8 
million. 


Castor-bean imports into the United 
States in 1955 dropped 20 percent 
below 1954 imports, continuing the 
yearly decline started in 1949, accord- 
ing to the Foreign Agricultural Serv- 
ice. 
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Swedish Fur Production in 1954-55 Shows 
Recovery Sparked by Higher Mink Output 


In the past 3 years, the trend in 
Swedish fur production has been er- 
ratic with wild-fur output declining 
from 1952-53 to 1953-54 and recover- 
ing almost entirely the following year. 

Farmed-fur output, however, has in- 
creased steadily. The 479,300 raw furs 
recorded in 1954-55 represented a 36- 
percent increase with mink showing 
the largest gain. 

Dressed-fur production slumped 
sharply from the 1952-53 output of 
98,300, to only 66,100 in 1953-54, a de- 
cline of 33 percent, and the recovery 
in 1954-55 was a slight one. 

Price changes have been volatile in 
certain furs such as fox, and to a lesser 
extent in mink and otter, with the 
level in 1955-56 mostly lower than the 
preceding season but generally up to 
1953-54. 


Swedish Raw and Dressed Fur 
Output, 1952-53—1954-55 1 


In thousands] 


1952-53 1953-54 1954-55 
Wild-fur 

production 
Squirrel ........ 258.0 218.0 252.0 
BG OEE ccd eens 80.0 83.6 78.5 
MED. -capocecs 10.0 10.3 10.0 
Wild mink ..... 42 5.7 6.6 
SED ‘éceetaupae 1.0 13 18 
Sn sesesrance> 1.3 1.0 1.0 
MD ect eines 0.8 0.6 0.6 
EY» pias eee 355.3 320.5 350.5 

-fur 

production 
ey serr 330.0 400.0 460.0 
Silver fox ....... 12.0 70 6.0 
Blue fox ........ 70 8.0 12.0 
shina det 2.0 10 1.0 
Chinchilla ...... 0.1 0.2 0.3 
EE, -oedeneee 351.1 416.2 479.3 

Dressed-fur 

production 
Squirrel ......... 15.5 8.9 3.1 
BT, sEGe5d 000s 44 2.2 2.4 
MM ossedece 44 3.1 48 
Memine ......<. 2.4 13 18 
EE dine coc seoth 54.0 31.7 35.8 
WUE ccccsccces 1.6 0.7 0.8 
CEE scabeoredse 6.0 8.0 6.9 
NMutria ......... 8.9 9.3 12.0 
Pine marten 11 0.9 1.3 
OED 665006000 98.3 66.1 68.9 


1 July-June 30. 


Prices of raw furs—average at auc- 
tion sales—were as follows, in crowns, 
(1 Swedish crown—US$0.193): Note: 
Prices for 1953-54 and 1954-55 cover 
July 1-June 30 while those for 1955-56, 
cover July-February. 

Dark mink: 1953-54, 72, 1954-55, 80, 
1955-56, 72; silver fox: 1953-54, 60, 1954- 
55, 80, 1955-56, 65; blue fox: 1953-54, 66, 
1954-55, 112, 1955-56, 56; nutria: 1953- 
54, 20, 1954-55, 20, 1955-56, 20. 

Squirrel: 1953-54, 1.75, 1954-55, 2, 
1955-56, 2; red fox: 1953-54, 5, 1954-55, 
5, 1955-56, 5; ermine: 1953-54, 10, 1954- 
55, 10, 1955-56, 10; wild mink: 1953-54, 
70, 1954-55, 80, 1955-56, 70; fisher: 
1953-54, 5, 1954-55, 5, 1955-56, 5; otter: 
1953-54, 60, 1954-55, 80, 1955-56, 100; 


marten: 1953-54, 100, 1954-55, 100, 
1955-56, 100. 

Farmed mink has dominated the fur 
18 


market in Sweden for the past ‘3 
years. The demand has been keen and 
a price peak was reached in the 1954- 
55 season. Current indications_are that 
mink will continue to be dominant in 
1956 and 1957, particularly mutation 
mink, according to the trade. 





Monterrey Firms Will 
Make Radios, TV Parts 


A leading U. S. firm: has arranged 
for the production of its complete 
line of radios and television receivers 
and tubes by two firms in Monterry, 
Mexico. 


One firm will confine its activities to 
the production of radios, the other 
to television receivers and tubes. The 
production target for this year is 
set at 120,000 radios, 6,000 television 
receivers, and 37,500 tubes. 


Initially, chassis for television sets 
and the more expensive radios will 
be imported, but both firms gradually 
will acquire most of their raw ma- 
terials and parts in Mexico where all 
chassis will be built eventually. The 
demand for television sets began about 
September 1955, when the Monterrey 
station began operations, and has 
continued steadily. 


Another television station reportedly 
soon will be established in Monterrey, 
which probably will result in more 
desirable programs from both stations. 
This action, in turn, may stimulate 
sales of television receivers and tubes. 
—Cons., Monterrey. 


Trade Missions . . . 
(Continued from Page 16) 


Co.; past president, San Francisco World 
Trade Association and Export Managers Asso- 
ciation; member, National Foreign Trade 
Council. 

William S. Honneus, New York City, ad- 
vertising director, Time International Edi- 
tions, Time, Inc.; past president, International 
Advertising Association; served on committees 
of the National Foreign Trade Council. 

William H. Lukens, Camden, N. J., vice 
president for export, R. M. Hollingshead Corp.; 
member, National Foreign Trade Council, Ex- 
port Managers Club of New York, World Trade 
Council, and Philadelphia Chamber of Com- 
merce. 





Italy 

Rene Lutz, deputy director, Office of Eco- 
nomic Affairs, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
chief of mission. 

George W. Dowdy, Charlotte, N. C., executive 
vice president and general manager, Belk 
Bros.; past president, North Carolina Mer- 
chants Association, Charlotte Merchants As- 
sociaticn, and Charlotte Chamber of Com- 
merce; director, NRDGA. 

Richard G. Lurie, New York City, editor-in- 
chief, American Exporter; past president, 
World Trade Writers Association; member, ex- 
ecutive committee, Society of Business Maga- 
zine Editors. 

Alois A. Stauber, Brooklyn, N. Y., partner, 
Daco Machine & Tool Co.; active in National 
Tool & Die Manufacturers Association and 
American Ordnance Association. 





Transistor Radios To Be 


Produced in U. K. 


Grundig in Great Britain will 
produce transistor radios similar 
to those now in production by 
Grundig in Bavaria, the British 
press reports. 

A number of other British firms 
reportedly are working on the 
use of transistors for radio com- 
munication and it is believed 
that, like Grundig, some of these 
are developing transistor radio 
receivers for the general public. 
—U. 5S. Emb., London. 











World Rubber Use, 


Production Rise 


World production of natural rubber 
reached 142,500 long tons in January 
1956, compared with 140,000 tons in 
January 1955, according to estimates 
of the Secretariat of the International 
Rubber Study Group, the Business 
and Defense Services Administration, 


U. S. Department of Commerce, has 
announced. 

World natural rubber consumption 
was placed at 162,500 tons in January 
1956, compared with 160,000 tons in 
January 1955. Estimated imports of 
natural rubber into Russia and China, 
included in these consumption fig- 
ures, totaled 13,750 tons in January 
1956 and 7,750 tons in January 1955, 

World stocks of natural rubber at 
the end of January 1956 were esti- 
mated at 855,000 tons, down 30,000 
tons from the previous month. This 
stock consisted of 267,500 tons in pro- 
ducing countries, 407,500 tons in con- 
suming countries—excluding Russian 
and Chinese stocks and Government 
stocks in the United States, the 
United Kingdom, and France—and 
180,000 tons afloat. 

Synthetic rubber production in 
January 1956, excluding iron curtain 
countries, was estimated at 105,000 
tons, and consumption at 97,500 tons, 
while stocks, at 192,500 tons, showed 
an increase of 5,000 tons from the 
December 1955 position. In January 
1955, synthetic output was 78,932 tons 
and consumption 80,000 tons. 

World consumption of natural and 
synthetic rubber totaled 260,000 tons 
in January 1956, up 20,000 tons from 
the January 1955 figure. Consump- 
tion in the United States increased to 
133,013 tons from 125,367 tons, while 
foreign consumption excluding Russia 
and China, increased to 113,250 tons 
from 106,900 tons. 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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U. S. GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





Export Supply Office 
Changes Organization 


The Office of Export Supply, Bureau 
of Foreign Commerce, announces the 
following organizational changes: 

eIn the Materials Division, of which 
John H. Kilby is.director, the Nonfer- 
rous Section and the Steel Section 
have been merged to form the Metals 
Section. Wilbur L. Williams, formerly 
chief of the Steel Section, is chief of 
the new combined section. 


eIn the Finished Products Division, 
of which Newton Foster is director, 
the Technical Data Section and the 
Scientific and Electrical Equipment 
Section have been merged and now 
operate as the Electrical Equipment 
and Technical Data Section. John F. 
Donovan, formerly chief of the Tech- 
nical Data Section, is chief of the 
combined section. 

eThe licensing of automative equip- 
ment and parts, formerly handled in 
the Transportation Equipment Section 
of the Producers’ Equipment Division, 
and all the work formerly performed 
by the Agriculture and Drug Products 
Section in the Agricultural and Chem- 
ical Products Division, have been 
merged in a new Agriculture, Drug, 
and Automotive Section in the Agri- 
cultural and Chemical Products Divi- 
sion. The new section is headed by 
Maurice W. Wallar, formerly chief of 
the Agriculture and Drug Products 
Section. Dr. Ralph T. Stewart is di- 
rector of the Agricultural and Chem- 
ical Products Division. The commod- 
ities transferred to the new section 
from the Transportation Equipment 
Section and their Schedule B num- 
bers are: 


545800-545940, 
linings. 

701300, Storage batteries. 

706305, Sealed beam headlamps suitable for 
mounting, on automotive vehicles. 

709030, Spark plugs. 


Clutch facings and brake 
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709220, Starting, lighting, and ignition 


equipment. ‘ 

709865, Automotive ignition wire in lengths 
of 100 feet or less. 

790013-791113, Automotive vehicles. 

791137, Automotive vehicles. 

791140-791167, Automotive vehicles. 

791173-791193, Automotive vehicles. 

791197, Automotive vehicles. 

791205-792720, Automotive vehicles. 

, Parts and accessories for automotive 

vehic'es, 

793185, Automotive service appliances and 


Pe797i10-797130, Motorcycles and farm- wagons. 
eAll other commodities formerly 
handled by the Transportation Equip- 
ment Section have been transferred to 
the General Production Equipment 
Section in the Producers’ Equipment 
Division, headed by Carroll W. 
Dunning. Alphonse Brosky is chief 
of the General Production Equipment 
Section. These commodities and their 
Schedule B numbers are as follows: 


704330, Electric propulsion motors, etc. 

705560, Electric mining and industrial loco- 
motives, surface-type. 

714220-715900, Internal combustion engines. 

770975, Measuring and dispensing pumps. 

770995, Parts for measuring and d 
pumps. 
794960, Aircraft training, ground handling, 
and maintenance equipment. 

795155, Parts and accessories for watercraft. 

795165, Parts and accessories for watercraft. 

795170, Propellers, etc. 

796102-796112. Locomotives, new. 

796117, Used and rebuilt locomotives, sur- 
face-type. 

796122-796168, Railway equipment and parts. 

796172, Parts and accessories for surface- 
type locomotives. 

796182-796198, Railway equipment and parts. 





Participant Censured for 


Export-Control Violations 

Ray H. Enter of Los Angeles, Calif., 
has been censured for participating in 
export-control violations and for un- 
ethical practice contrary to Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce regulations, the 
U. S. Department of Commerce has 
announced. 

The order of censure, issued by the 
Department’s Appeals Board, supports 
similar action taken by BFC which 
was stayed pending Enter’s appeal. 


The Appeals Board found that in’ 


1953, Enter first advised and assisted a 
Los Angeles firm in making misleading 
statements on an application to export 
10,000 tons of steel scrap, valued at 
approximately $450,000, to Japan, 
claiming that all the material was on 
hand. Not knowing that the statements 
were misleading, BFC denied the appli- 
cation only for reasons of short supply. 

It was found that Enter advised 
the firm in making statements and 
submitting documents to the Depart- 
ment, claiming that 2,500 tons of the 


. material were on hand and that the 


balance was under prior purchase 


contract and could only be sold do- 


mestically at a less favorable price or 
at a loss. Enter knew, however, that 
the firm had made no binding pur- 
chase contracts for the remainder, 
and the facts were misrepresented 
deliberately in an attempt to obtain 
an export license on the basis of hard- 
ship—the only grounds on which steel 


Fluorspar Import. Duty 
Not To Be Changed 


An increase in the import duty on 
acid-grade fluorspar is not warranted, 
the President has decided, on the basis 
of the Tariff Commission’s report on 
its “escape-clause” investigation re- 
lating to that product, according to. 
a White House announcement, March 
20. The Commission’s members were 
equally divided in their decision, and 
in such cases the law authorizes the 
President to accept either group’s 
findings as the Commission’s. ; 

After consulting in the matter with 
interested Executive agencies, the 
President accepted the position of the 
three Commissioners who did not find 
that the domestic industry is currently 
experiencing serious injury or threat- — 
ened with serious injury. They did not 
detect any strong probability that the 
industry’s conditions in the immediate 
future will be less favorable than at 
present, and concluded that. no basis 
— for granting escape-clause re- 

ef. 

The other three Commissioners also 
found no present serious injury but 
did find a threat of such injury. They 
recommended that the trade-agree- 
ment concessions on acid-grade fluor- 
spar, which reduced the tariff from 
$5.60 a long ton to $2.10 a long ton, be 
withdrawn in full. 

It is pointed out that this applica- 
tion for escape-clause relief is distinct 
from the domesiic industry’s applica- 
tion under last year’s so-called na- 
tional security amendment to the 
Trade Agreements Extension Act of 


. 1951. The latter application is pending 


before the Director of the Office of 
Defense. Mobilization. 





scrap could be exported commercially 
to Japan at that time. This further 
effort to obtain a license also was 
unsuccessful. 


In addition, it was found that En- 
ter’s fee for these services was wholly 
contingent upon the granting of the 
license—a further violation of ex- 
port-control regulations. 

Under a suspension order issued in 
October 1954, the Los Angeles firm, 
and its principal officer, for whom 
Enter performed these services, con- 
sented to a denial of U. S. export 
privileges for 18 months for their part 
in the misrepresentations. 





Canadian leaf tobacco exports in 
1955 totaled 48.3 million pounds, 16.3 
million pounds higher than in 1954. 

Exports to the U. S. were 13.7 mil- 
lion pounds larger than in 1954 and 
accounted fcr 80.2 percent of total ex- 
ports, Foreign Agricultural Service 
reports. 
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Second-Quarter Export Quotas Set for 
Copper Raw Materials, Nickel, Selenium 


Second-quarter export quotas for 
copper raw materials, nickel and 
nickel products, and selenium have 
been announced by the Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce. 


The quotas for copper raw materials 
are substantially the same as those 
established in the first quarter. They 
are: 3,000 short tons for new and old 
copper scrap; 9,400 short tons, metal 
weight, equivalent to approximately 
6,000 short tons, copper content, for 
new and old copper-base alloy scrap 
containing 40 percent or more copper; 
and 600 short tons; metal weight, for 
copper-base alloy ingots and other 
crude forms. 

Copper-nickel alloy scrap contain- 
ing 5 percent or more nickel, previ- 
ously included in the quota for new 
and old copper-base alloy scrap, is 
no longer under quantitative export 
restriction, BFC said. However, li- 
censing of this material will be sub- 
ject to special provisions to be an- 
nounced in a forthcoming Current 
Export Bulletin. 


Exports of refined copper of do- 
mestic origin, except copperweld rods, 
and that produced from Canadian- 
origin copper scrap generally will not 
be approved. 


Policy for Nickel Continues 


All other copper raw materials re- 
main under open-end licensing. This 
means that no quantitative quotas 
have been set, but exports will be 
controlled to protect the naticnal se- 
curity. 

Second-quarter export licensing 
of nickel-bearing scrap will continue 
under the policy established in previ- 
ous quarters, BFC stated. 

Under this policy, exporters are re- 
quired to submit evidence of un- 
salability in the domestic market in 
support of applications to export the 
following commodities: Clean nickel 
alloy scrap containing less than 50 
percent nickel, contaminated nickel 
alloy scrap, nickel-copper alloy scrap, 
and contaminated nickel-bearing 
stainless steel scrap, B No. 654,502; 


lean cobalt scrap containing less 
than 50 percent nickel, and contami- 
nated nickel-bearing cobalt scrap, 
B No. 664,526. 

Pure nickel scrap, clean nickel alloy 
scrap containing 50 percent or more 
nickel, clean nickel-bearing stainless 
steel scrap, and clean cobalt scrap 
containing 50 percent or more nickel 
will not be considered for export. 


A total of 25,000 pounds has been 
set for exports of nickel cast and 
rolled anodes, nickel and nickel alloy 
shot, B No. 654,502, and pure nickel 
powder, B No. 619,159. 


Selenium Quota Unchanged 

As in previous quarters, the second- 
quarter quota for selenium has been 
set at a total of 6,000 pounds, selenium 
content. 

The quota includes: Selenium pow- 
der, B No. 619,159; metal, B No. 664,998; 
ferroselenium, B No. 622098; and sele- 
nium-containing chemical compounds, 
including pigments, B Nos. 829,810, 
839,750, 839,900, and 842,900. 

Exports of these materials also are 
subject to special licensing criteria an- 
nounced by BFC on March 1 (Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, Mar. 12, p. 2). 


Filing dates for second-quarter sub- 
mission of applications to export new 
and old copper scrap, new and old cop- 


per-base alloy scrap containing 49 
percent or more copper, copper-base 
alloy ingots and other crude forms, 


nickel in cast and rolled anodes, nickel 


and nickel alloy shot, and pure nickel 
powder will be announced shortly. 
Filing dates for applications to ex- 


port selenium, except selenium scrap, 
were March 1-15. 


Applications to export all other cop- 
per and nickel commodities and sele- 


nium scrap may be submitted at any 
time. 


Wheat Added to Spanish 
Farm Surplus Agreement 


An agreement entered into with 
Spain on March 5 for the sale for local 
currency of various surplus U. S. farm 
commodities has been amended to 
provide for the addition of up to $ 
million worth of wheat, including cer- 
tain transportation costs, the U. 8 
Department of Agriculture announced 
on March 21. 

The wheat will be resold to Swit- 
zerland by Spain, under certain safe- 
guards, in exchange for Swiss francs 
or credits against which Spain can 
buy a commensurate volume of Swiss 
industrial goods. 


As in the cast of other agreements 
under Public Law 480, 83d Congress, 
the sales of wheat are to be made by 
private U. S. traders. 
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